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A topographlcal and historical account
of the Pahna Range Area, provlding a
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I4OUIJTAIii R-AMPARTS

Encircling the lierbert River District there is a chaln of mountain ranges uhose

jungle clad slopes, precipitous escarpments and jagged crags forn a morurtain

ranpart. These ramparts, ranging in height from 21500 to Jr00O feet, etand out

like the r.ralls of ned.ieval time, encircUng this fair valley of ours. Nor.r ard

then, fron these battlesrents, a rugged peak pro?'.,r.ee like a silent sentinel,

eterzrally rratching, forever guarding.

Piercing these uountain ramparts, a nunber of mormtain roads have been carved,

providing access to the hinterland uhile, ln t,he forests and scrubs, they

silently r.rind their !,ay over these mountain ualls. It uras these mountain paths

that provided members of the Inghan Detachment, 2nd Royal Queensland ilegiment

uith the basis of path-finding exercises, Over the years, many of these tracks

uere re-opened and, in rrFollor.ring the Blazed Pathsn lre !,ere able to provide nuch

of the historical background vitalising these paths. ilou, in offering nMountain

Fa.rupartsfi r.re hope to add a litt1e more to the uealth of knovledge of the

d.istrict.

Ihis year is Centenary lear, and, of the descripti,ons of the Herbert River

Val1ey that have been reeorded sver the past lOO years, the first - r.rritten in

1864 - reruins as apt todqy as 1t r.ras then.

In a report then to the Governor of Queensland, Si-r George Bouen, first

description !,as r.ritten by the Land Coronissioner of the day, George Elphinstone

Dalryuple, r.rho led the first party across these mountain lanparts into the

Herbert River Valley. 'lhis is Dalrymplet s oun description of vhat he sau vhen

lookirg back i-nto the Val1ey from the main Coast Range beyond Abergor.rrie:

rrThat portion of the Main Coast Range uhich ve ascended has a line of

perfectly open, bald grassy summits for about tvo miles, descending

steep, scrubby and broken into the Val-e of Herbert - that river

uindi-ng far belovr, like a silver snake, out of the gorges of its

upland birthplace, through mountain-flanked rich eoodlands and pJ-ains.

Further to the eastuard, it spreads out into the distant leve1 seaboard

of Halifax Bay uith its faint blue lines of ocean dotted vith the

hilly outlines of the Palm Islands far to the Eeauard, aII softened

and mellor.red !y the gar:ze-Iike suruoer heat haze of the declining day,

the setting sunbeans shinlng deep purple on the dlstant crenelated peaks

of Hinchinbrook, and the chain of rcountains to the l{orth and South.

' l4ost grand arrd lovely in its scenery ls this Vale of Herbert. l'{ountains,
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*peake, cl1ffs, uaterfalls, forests arxl uhat is seldon met r.rith 1n

Australian 
'cenerJr, 

the clesr uaters of a broad runnlng river adding

1ife, li.ght nnd beauty to the v!rcle.n
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i,ALUMA

Cloud-mist'ed nountain peaks, clothed in virgin, troplcal Jtlrrgle alraost like that \
qf l,lalaya or Netr Guinea, tangled spurs rtrsing from coastal plains to fleecy

sloud-capped plateauc, razor-backed rldges, urduJ-ating forests, orcbid-decked

and 11ned ulth fern, open savannah and grasslands; caseadlng creeks rushlng over

boulders ln a uad rush to rerulezvous uith the sea - thi.s area is the PALIfiA

R.AIEE. Thie is the exercis€ area of the 1g6f- Zna Foyal Queensland Regiuent

Battle Gro.p Carnp.

General - Topograptrical Deseription

UOIiI{TAINS. The PaLrrna Eange is located to the South of Inghan. The nore

prominent sor:ntain featrrres along this dlvide are Uount Spec (32OOt), Mt.

Halifax (W6r), Mt. Leach (3150!) ara Mt. Houston (22o6t). To the north,

Mt. Jacobsen anil l.lount l,taeks and, ia the uest l,[t. Bosuorth are the more noted

ones. ?he eastern escartment is generally very steep and contains nunerous

deep gu.Ilies and gorges. On the seetern side lroverar, the slopes are not so

pronouuced.

EETgEIOtt. The vegetation ranges frou open savannah to dense jungle. A

considerable portion of the coastal plail, particularly in the l{orth, has been

cleared for cultivation. Sugar Cene is the principal crop. Tobacco,

pineapples ard other soaLl crops are also crrl-tivated but to a 1 esser extent.

The uountails, being located in a vet, tropical atrea, are covered with dense

rain forests. Ttre scrtrbs have been vorked extensively for tiabers and in

cQrtain areas there is a conslderable a.morrnt of secondary grovth, perticuJarly

along forest roads. On the Eastera slopes, due to recent cyelotric influence,

there are numerous tree-falls and infestations of lauyer nuait-a+lhi1e.t

Between l{ount Spec and Mount Leach, the area forms a niniature plateau. Ttris

section has tbe hlghest rainfaLl anl contains the headvaters of nany lovely,

fast flouing Btreans.

To the uestl there is a belt of foreat country ranging in uidth froa tuo to five

uiles, vhich foras a buffer betueen the jungLe arxl the savannah cotmtry.

Around Mt. Bosvorth, the. corniry becoaes drier. Rocky outcrops a:rd broken

gullies are interspersed uith savannah bush vegetation.

RIVSRS Al{D SIREAI{S, The Paluna region being a uet mourtalnouE area, there are

suaerous rivers and streams scattered throughout. Stone River ia the North,

Rtrruring ff.iver to the l.Iest arx! Star Biver 1n the South are the principal river6.
ilre strearDs a.re &re numerous on the Eastern slopes. l.Iaterfatl, Ollera, Crystal,

Station, Flagstone, Spring, Bullocky Tornrs and B1ack Gjrr Creeks are the main ones.
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llnving only a short dlstanee to run from the mountairr to the aea, ln the monsoon

6eason these streams are swift-flor.ring and rlse and fall rapidly. These streams

rarely fail and hold uater throughout nost years

On the top of the Range, S*r"np Creek has been daromed to form lake Palrrna. This

dam is a source of uater supply for Tounsvifle. A pipe line eorurects Lake Paluma

ts Crystal Creek r.rhere the r.rater is gravitated through another pipeline to

Tcrwnsvi]-le.

TOWNS AND VILLAGBS. l.lhile there are a number of comnr:nitles around the cultivated

areas of the eoastal plains, the country vest of the Divide ls only sparsely

populated. Rollingstone and Banbaroo are the nore importent rail and eornnunity

eentres on the eoast. Moongoobulla is a siding uhere tlmber from the Paluoa

Range area is railed South. Mutarnee, Coolbie and Abssold are railuay sldings

and agricultural centres. Paluma is a thriving holiday resort at the top of the

Range. There is also a small connunity centre at Rr:nning River. Shayt s House,

near Mt. Spec uas a rest centre, but is nor.r deserted and inhabited only by an

occasional tiuber cutter.

0OMTINICATIONS. The Gregory Hlghuay, a sealed road, provides aceess from the

coast to the hinterland. It passes through Palrnna and Running River to Er.ran.

An alternate road into the area fron the cest is through Jacobsenr s to Hidden

Valley. A forned road connecting the Gregory Highuay and Hidden Valley passes

itear Lake Pah:na and rejoins the Gregory Highuay at Running Hiver. Throughout

the area there is a netr.rork of forestry roads. These provlde access onJ-y to the

tlnber areas and once the ti-ober has been removed the roads are no longer

maintained. 
,,

In addition to the roads, there are several foot traeks providing access to the

coas^r,, the prlncipal ones belng the Banbaroo, Foxleet s, Bullocky Tomt s and

Palr:na.

IIIE UICUNTAIII ROAD

The Gregory Highuay leaves the Bruce Highuay just south of Mutarnee. In its
ascent of the Range, it provides a n€ver-ending panorama of range, coastal

flats and islandjotted sea. It r,ras built in 1934 as a projeet to relieve the

grevious uneryloynent of that tiue, and in places, uas 11tere]'ly herled out of
the steep sides and rocky spurs. The road has since been bltumen-surfaced

tnto an all-ueather road.

leaving the coastal plain lt quickly rises, ulnding its uay through open forest
country and around rugged spurs. Little Crystal 0reek is crossed about seven
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niles from the start, and here a maeonry arch bridge, one of the finr,st built

by the I'ialn Roads Comnission, has been thror.ln across the cree!:. Thisrea is a

fevourite picnlc spot. Here the creek cascades down the steep jrurgle-c1-ad

mountain sides, forning a succession of uaterfalls. Beneath eaeh fall is a

deep pool of iey cold uater offerlng uelcome relief from the tropical Eun.

Palms and a uoalth of tropical foliage and ferns prwide a cool retreat. Access

to the creek has been made easy by means of stone steps leading fron the bridge

to the creek belou.

About a mile beyond Crystal Creek Bridge, the road takes a hairpin curve around

a steep bluff in the nowrtain side and the first of a r.ronderfuf series of ocean

panoramas is unfurled. Ihe uhole of the coast lands 1ie belou uith the North

coast railuay threading 1ts uay betueen the beaches and the nountains. Ar.ray

to the North, Lucinda Point r.rith its Sugar Teroinal, and llinchinbrook Channel

are fringed by the Carduell Ranges. In the near distanee on the fl-at eotrntry

belor^r the mountain look-outs, the cane farrus of Barabaroo are revealed as a

draughtsboard of green sqtrare of eane and bror.m faIIou lands.

Beyond these, the beaches are lined ulth a long stretch of creaming surf, r.rhich

at times gleans like gold in the brlght srurlight. Ar.ray at, sea, the Pnlm Islands

dot the ocean, and the deep uatere and shallor.rs can be distinguised by the green

and blue tinges of the sea respeetiveLy. In the South, Halifax tsay merges i-nto

Cleveland uaters uith Cape Cleveland aceentuating the high ridges of ldagnetic

Island and corapleting one of the finest seascapes to be found on the Australian

Coast,

As the road clinbs to the s,mmi f,, the forest cor-rntry gives vay to jungle country

vlth treefems, palms and tall scrubs. Cascading creeks along the side of the

road prwide added charm.

After passing McClellandt s Lookout, the road enters Paluna, in all providing a

truly vonderful scenic drive.

PALI'MA TOM'ISHIP

tlestling in this area of lush, tropical vegetation is the tor.rnship of Paluna,

e hapPy little settlenent of tiuber r.rorkersr hones and rleek-end cottages. It
ls situated on t}re Gregory llighuay, just at the top of the Range, at an

altitude of 2950 feet. There is a Post Office, a Store, a Guest House arxl

a Roman Catholic Church. llith the decline of activities at Er.ran, the Po1ice
i.

Station prevlouely located at Euan, has been transferred to Paluna. Several side

tlu"l 
" l-ead off to pretty little cottages tucked amongst the trees. Ihe toun
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bc:sts cf uhat uas practically the first Motel- built ln liorth Queensland. 
"'

Built and still operated by the l'iain Roads Comnlssion, these log cabins r.lith

drive-in car ports provide a r.relcome haven to the motorist vho desi-res to etay.

PAUn'lA is the nountaln resort for TOiJII.JIII.I.tr arxl II{GIIAM, and its popularlty is

s,re to increase' 
uAR TrMIr rnAri{rtc

Throughout the area, evidenee of vartj-ne actlvities are stilL discernible. At

Palurna, r.rhere the Aurericans !,ere canped during l{orId I'lar II there ls stil1 a

number of concrete igloos hidden amongst the ta1I tinbers - forlorn looking

buildlngs vhich vere used for stores and ammrrnition dunps. It r.ras here that

the first American Radar Station in Australia r.ras built. This station picked

up and plotted the course of the Japanese planes that bombed Tounsv11le.

The Pahuna Range area !,As used extensively during the War for jungle training

exerciees. A nenber of the Ingham Detachnent uho served r.rith the 11th Infantry

Brigade recall-s the time when 25 pounder guns were manhandled along the Palurna

Track. Cuttings in the ridges along the Palrlua ?rack sti1l bear scars uhere

- the guns uere hauled. The area uhere the Brigade lleadgr:arters vas sltuated is

sti11 coloquially knoun as the BuJ.1 Ring.

Carved on a tree trutk on the top of Mor.urt Spec, sti11 clear1y discernible are

the names of a section of nen vho trod the jrurgle paths.

}IOMENCI,ATURE OF PALI'},IA.

The origin of the Place Nane of Pah-rna j.s traced to one of the earliest ships

of the Queensland l,lavy, the gr:nboat H.I-l.Q.S. nPaluna.

Records disclose that she uas built by W.G. Armstrong Mitchell aud Co., NeucastJ-e-

on-Tyne in 1BB/+. She uas built expressly for servlce on the Queensland Coast,

for the suro of l35rOOO then regarded as a princely one. 'Ihe Palr:na r.as

commissioned in l-88/* vhen the ship set out from Chathan dockyards. She reachtd

Queensland after a rather protracted passage on lrd January, 1885.

?he Pehma, it uright be added, !,as e sister ship to tb.e Gayurdah. The vessels

trere turned out at the same yard and, in build and r:guipment uere faseiniles
of each other. ltrey belonged to a nost useful elass of gunboat, and although

of limited dinensions, r,ere deslgned to prove destructive ln an cngageaent. The

Palurna r.ras built of steel throughout and Eeasured It5 ft. ln length betueen

Perpendiculars ard 25 ft. ln breadth. ltris gave her a displacement of /+OO tons.
Her anaauent consisted of tuo 6gns of heavy callbre besides the rrsrral

eomplement of machine gr.rns etc. She mounted a 12 ton, I inch B.L. Gun foruard.,
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ond I 4.i ton 6 inch ts.L. gun aft. The foruard gun had a good range, the hui)

being cut down to facilitate the r.rorklng. The big gune horlever, uere

subsequently taken out of the ship and landed at Brisbane to rnake Dore rootr

on board for the surveying equipment. The Paluna vas propelled by conpound

errgines from Messrs Hawthorne and (bmpanyl s works, capable of drivlng the vessel

at the rate of ten knots per hour.

The cutting dor.rnd the hull houwer, proved of considerable disadvantage,

particularly during a seauay. rtlleadseas broke over the bridge and came down

thc fumel, causing stokere great trouble in keeping the boiler fires going. i

Ihe Paluma uas lent by the Queensland Gsvernment to the Admiralty in 1885 for

survey r.rork and, for the ,r"*tr 6"gade, Has euployed uithin the Great Barrier

Reef, until she Has finally paid off in 1895. l4any of her charts are still in

U,Se.

It is in her role as a survey ship that she is best remerabered. That she vas

'not idle nay be infered fron the faet that 992 niles of coastline or 7861 square

miles by r.rater uere surveyed. This area embraced the coast line froro Cape Conuay

to Drxrk Island, ard then out to the Barrier Reef and included plans of Llouenr

Tor.rnsvllle, Port Neury, Clweland Bay and the entrance to Hinchinbrook Charurel.

The Paluma also carried out suruey uork in the Cape lork Area, following the

r.peck of the S.S. Quetta ln February 1890. The S.S. Quetta stnrck a subnerged

rock in the Adolphus Channel and aank uithin a feu minutes, uith a great loss of

life. The ehart r.ras blaned, and follor.ring a pubJ.ic outcry, the Palurn uas

dcspatched to camy out an imruediate exanination of the area.

The Paluma r.ras fully equipped uith the latest equlpnent and she uas kept in

exeellent order, the notto nA place for everything, and everything in its placcrr

being strictly observed. The ship had a corqpleoent of fifty all told, the

officers! ner,es being Lieutenant G. Richards, Cmuander - Lieutenants Wheeler,

Combe and Bosden Smlth, Dr. Thorpe, Srrrgeon and Mr. Hrrdson, l,ngireerl

H.J. Feakes, in his book rllhite Ensign-Southern Crosglr says that the name of

the sirsterships Paluma ard Gayundah are the aboriginal uords for Tirunder and

Llghtning. He also tell-s the follor.ring story of the Paluna:

rrShe further distinguishert herself, r.rhen in a flood period of the

iirisbane River 1in fBSl) she broke fron her uoorings and, uas left high

and dry in ttre Botanic Gardens r.rhen the uater receded. There uas

eonsiderabte haggllng over the price to refloat her. Ttre Premier

Sir Thomas Griffith, conselled patience and delayed in giving his
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decision. Before preparations courd be nade for cigging u e:uel

a second flood refroated the ship and she uas toued back to her

buoy. I

fhe Palune Range, Paluma Shoals (a favorite flehing spot off Rollingstone)

and Paluna Rock off Palm Island, commemorate the name of this gallant shlp.

The creu of the PALTMA have aLso not been forgottcn. Just north of

HrNcll$8n0O[ rsland, lie the FAI.{ILY IsLAlim, couprising RTCHARDS rsland.,

flloRPtr rsrand, UHEELER rsland, ccntsts rarand, BouDEl{ rsland, sflrl{ rsland,

and HUDSON Island.

It is also appropriate that the name of thls faraous Queensland grubont of

colonial llavy days has been perpetr:ated in the neuest sur:vey vesscl- of the

R.A.l{. Sunreying Serviee. the neu trPaluman a nodern motor vessel of }80 tons

is continuing the charting of the Great Barrier Reef r.laters, as her namesake

dld seventy years ago..
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lAtlKS - i{eu expcriencc. for troops here soon. Hundreds of northern

C.ll.F. soldiers uiLl Lrave a neu e:qerience at their Anntral Camp in May -

tlrey r.riIl exercise r.rith tanks for the first time.

It uill be the first time that tanks have taken part in Danoernrres ln North

Queensland. Three 50-ton Centurlon tanks r.rill form the armoured force to

particlpate in the annual canp of the Second Royal Queensland Reginent,

Battle Group. The Comruander of the 2 RQn BG and Area Comuander in llorth

Queensland, Colonel E.O. I,tcl'la.nara, 0.8.E., E.D., sald in a Press Release

that approxiuately l-r5OO troops should take part in the camp, to be held

fron 2nd l.lay to l?th.

The CAnI r.rould take in the shole of the 2 RQR Battle Group, embracing rrnits

in an erea from Cairns to Gladstone. Thrrs, there shottld be about 1r2OO to

Ir300 C.M.F. troops partieipeting. In addition, some Regular Ar4y Infantry

r.rould eone from firisbane.

rrFor the first tiue everrr sald Colonel McNamara nlJe vill have, in support,

a troop of three Centrrs'ion tanks.n

LAI{DII(D SITIP-

He said the tanks uorrld come north on an Army landlng ship and go ashore at

Forrest Beach, near Ingham. FroE the beach they uoul-d be taken on a tank

transporter by road to Ingham, then placed on flat rai.1 r.raggors for the.

jor.rrney to Helent s HiIl Siding, .Lout ten niles south of Inghan. Fron Helenl s

HiI1, the tanks vou-ld travel under their or.,n pouer up to the Paluna Range.

Colonel McNamara said the CentrrrioBs uould be used in Infantry-tank exercises.

Each of the battle groupls fiverifle company groups r.lould exercise in turn

with the tanks. Ihis uould give all the troops an opportunity for a

familarisation perlod with the tanks. Ttrey r.rould be able to go lnside the

tanks, observe hou they urere operated ard see the guns firS-ng. This uould be

follor.red ttp uith actr.ral taetical exercises rrrder simulated battle conditlons.

UII_EFFrcrBIII

CoIoneI l{cl'lamara said that the Oenturion, a 5O ton vehicle, uas a very

efficient battle tank. rrThe Centurion is uell capable of dealing uith any

knoun eneuly tank in South-east Asia todayi he continued nfrm qy e:cperlence

in World l,lar II, in Neu Guinea ard oo Bougainvllle, the tank - uhere you ean

get it ln - bccoues a battle ulnner. l,lhen used ln support of infantry it
saves hundreds of Lives. The tank can go il closb, iryervious to eneny fire,
end blast them out.rr



He said the centurion carried a 2O-pounder gun, supported by machine elurrs.

The tank had a ereu of four. The Centurions coming to liorth QtrcenslanC

&re a troop of B. Squadron, First Armoured Reglment, originally bascd at

Puckapunal, Vietoria. At present they are exercising in the Tin Can Bay

area in the Gyrapie distriet. CoIoneI },lcNamara said the tanks uould arrive

in the North by sea about the mlddle of April, and they would be taken up

to cary area in the Pal.uaa Range. Ttre Commander pointed out that the cor:ntry

in uhich the Uay caup is to be held is very eimllar to uhat might be

operienced in Sori h East Asia.

EEALISTIC.

rrBecause of this ard the preserrce of the tanks, r.re hope to provide ertremely

realistic trai-ning during thls camprr, said the Colonel. nThe terrain is

an admirable mixture - open savanah and grassland on onc side, and adjacent

to that, quite thick rain forests. This is very typical of the country in

Malaya and Vietnam.n Colonel l{clrianara said it vould bc an ideal aren for

training uj.th tanks. The country uas ueIl drained and there should be no

probleus of bogging. In addition to the C.M.F. troops said Colonel McNamara,

the canp r,rould be attended by soroe Regular -{rmy Infantry frorn Brisbane. Theee

soldiers uould act as eneqy during the exercise, operating as vould a likely
South-east Asian enemy. He said that, after each C.M.F. company carried out

certain exercises uith the tanke, it uorlld move on to other phases of training.

Colonel Mel,lamara, uho ui11 eontrol the exercise said a reconnaissance of

the routes ln from the beach and of t,he exercise area had been completed, and

his staff !,as nor.r preparing in detail aJ-l the e.xerclses that vould be

undertaken uith the tanks.
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MOT'NTAII,I RAMPARIS

2nd ROIAL QIIEENSI,AilD REGIfiENT

THE GOLDEII Sf,AB

North Queenslandr s First GoLdfield



il{;oLir - GOL, 1l,l nlE NoRTII.I|--
It i s almost one hundred years since that nagic cry r.ras heard in the North. It

uos first given by lJilliam Oibson in llovember, 1865. Gibson uas an Overseer

uorking on Dotsr.rood Station. IIe found a nugget on the Star River uhile

nustering eattlc. He reported the flnd to the Lands Commissioner of llorth

Kennedy, llaurice 0t Connell, then stationed at Dalrynple.

ItGold in the l{orth.n Ttre cry },as echoed in the neuly'opened port of Tounsvl1le.

The call caused a stir of excitement. It is recorded that on January 25th,

L866, a publie ureeting r.as held, and a surn of !500. r.ras voted as a rer.rard to

llilliarn Gibson for having dlscovered gold 1n the l,lorth. Lxcited nailnen carried

the neus doun the Burdekin Va1ley over long miles of rutted, dray tracks. Soon

the call echoed around Port Denison. It stirred the inagination of the diggers

on the Peak Dou:rs and Roekhampton fields and, fanned by dreams of hidden r.realth

and riches, a rush soon started to the North.

Lduard Curur5rgham and other pastoralists offered C1r000 for the discovery of a

payable goldfield ln the North. Such r.ras the enterprise and public spirit of

our pioneers uhose greatest desire uas to promote progress and encourage the

developnent of the country.

0n February 25th 1865, the steamer tllilliamsn arived at Tournsvi'l'le r.rith a

number of diggers froa ltoekhampton ard Bouen. The track to the Star River

diggings !,as over Harveyr s Range by a newly forned road. In the distance of

about sixty miles there uere no great difficulties to encorrnter. lio doubt uith

reccllections of the grcat southern goldfields in mind, there uas an air of

excitement about Star River.

Richard Daintree reported on the field in March 1865. Gibson and"Thorton !,on

96 oz. of gold and, although soure promising shor.rs uere opcned, the field
ge'nerelly lras a poor oDe. The Star River diggings extended from Keelbotton Creek

to Rururing River uith the main canp of the diggers on Speeclr s Creek, ten miles 
.

fron Dotsr.rood Station. Eviclently the season r.ras a dry one for tre recovery of
allwial go1d. uas hindered by the shortage of uater.

?his uas the first goldrush in North Queensland. It $as not a suceess, but

somc good alIuriol gold r.ras obtained and. a nrrnber of reefs vere discorrered over

alr ortensive area. Unfortunately, these reefs r,lere too poor for profitable
trorkinS. In those days, uith prinitive appli&nces, only very rich reefg r.rould

Yield profits. In one rlay, houever, the Star Rlver diggings uere successful.
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1t provcd that aucifcrous courtry existed ln liorth Qrer:r:slnnd arxl the

f,rospcctors uho oamc ucnt on to better fortune. Quickly thc gold set-rkcrs

epread over the ranges arul soon the rich flelds of Cape R1ver, Ravensr.rood

6Bd Chartere To{ers yielded up thelr golden treasnre.

The discovery of gold on the Star heralded the beginning of a fabrrlous cra..

Uithin ten years, the gol-dficlds of the liorth attrected uorld uide atterrtion,

Areentine: Ihe tounshi.p of Argenti-ne uas naraqi by its discoverers in 1881. It

is on the Dotsuood Stetion rur about tuenty miles north of lhorrrton Gep.

Besldes being a mining centre, it uas a favourite port of call for carriers

travelling to and froa the coast to the Gilbert anr:l Ethcridge goldfields. About

fi-fty yeals ago, si-lver lead mibes uere opened up arounl Argentine and the ore

sas carted dorn Harveyr s Range and shipped at To$nsville. The silver-lead

deposits at &mning River also attraeted a f,air populatioa.

The r.lhole of the country bet$een Argentine and Euan contained narly minerals

such as go1d, tin, copper and bismuth.

Faulkerrs gold crushLng plant vas only six niles ar.ray, velI supplied uith

arrriferou.s stone aad operated constqntly for a considerable period. The;r, at

sane greater distanee there uere the a1}arlal fl-elds uorked by uhlte men and

Chinese.

Ia the o1d days, there uas a veekly mi1 sewiee from Tou:rsvil-le and aaother

from the iiavensrood. Rail Junction (not Mingelar)

Duri"ng the fi-rst l.Ior1d Uar peri-od and aftenrards, uhea the price of metals uas

high, ttre aines aight have been re-opened, if the present, neans of corauunication

had existed.

It is notanorthy that at the present tine attention is being pa!.d to the Star

Itiver lodes and, uith a rise in the price of metals the Argenti-ne should again
:

cone i-nto proainence o .

The Jr,rgentine tounship $as situated about fifty niles south vest of Ingham.

Id: The earliest record of uining activity at Piccadilly uas

in 1892, uhen the iiavenswood l,larclen reported that about tuenty-five men r.,cre

r{orking there, many of uhon had re-moved frcm Dinner Creek (Argentine). In 1893

he recorded that ore r.,as being carted fron Piccadilly to lhullmerr s nill at
Argentlne and to R5rant s }till on Arthurt s Creek, near Far Fanning. In 1895 he

refemed to Tearbyr s H111 at piccadil_ly ancl in rg9? to a second miLr ({,-head)

6s1n8 crected there by a t{r. Coventry. The fietd tns officially gazetted in

. Oetober, Ig9g.

' , :', li

t{



i'i,t tuc chir,f mitt.:s r,rert' Lhe r iceadillr' P.0. and iio. I lli.st UniLed, arrd Lhe

ios. 2 and 3lJest and Great Lritian United. The P.C. and ilo. l- Uest vorlred

almost continuously until 1912 and the llos. 2 and J llest spasmodically until

lgLL. Oold r.las t,on from thin persistent veins averaging oaly 3 to /* inches

uide in slate country. The P.C. and No. l l,Iest is recorded as going dorn 500 ft.

on the urderlie, uith drives ertending fron it 500 ft. east and 200 ft. uest.

It lras abandoned ix 1912 r.rhen it r.,as uneconomic to extend the east drives

further, and the battery vas renoved to Argentine.

ilcunt Success: According to the Ravensr.rood l.lardenrs records, a miner named

nPhil the Belgianrr (a very oLd hand thore) vas the person uho reported the findlng

of a little alluvial gold a'u Mount Success early in 1895r but he did not stay

Jong there, having sold out his lnterest arul 1eft. Lfter a mild rru-shn, the

al1uvia1 gold frorn the gullies uas soon r^rorked out. Later on in the year, the

l.lount Success lode uas found, uhich at first yielded about three oz. of gold

per ton, but the rettrrns rapidly fe1I off. The stone uas tre:tcd at Cravenr s

battery on the field. In 1900, the l,larden reported rrCravenr s l{i}I is yet there,

partly dismantled, orliag to a dispute as to the agreement made betr.leen I'1r. ?hos.

D. Cravea, and the olrner of the lease (frefa in trust), 1.L.. Thomas }laine of

Millchester. A eompany uas floatctt by Mr. Craven of capital to come chiefly

from his friends in Sydney and the shares disposed of, memorandr:rn and articles

of assoeiation duly registered, but transfer could (or uould) not be effected.

l'{r. Oraven uorked the nine under agreement for thirteen nonths end over, but

the or.rners of the Lease held they rrere entitled, as they construed the agreerent

to f of the paid-up shares on1y. A Supreme Court suit was taken by Craven, and

the Court decided aga5-nst him. The matter is not yet finally settled and the

Iease is under total exenption. 
I

Intermittent production continued until fgOO. From 1896-1906 the sun of srua1l

percers treated is 188{, tons, yield 655 ozs, of br:J.lion by amargamation and

'216 ozs fron treatment of concentrates from the sulphide ores from the lor.rer

lcvc1s. Rcturns of bulLion from trcatmcnt of sands are not recorded in rietail.
Apparcntly there has been no subsequent production. D>ctmination arul sampling
of the mj-ne uere carried out in l!!, b5, the GoId l'lines Dcvelopment Ltd. and , 

tegain in 1950 by }iount Isa Mines lti. uut no developmcnts ensued in either case.
Ihe uai.n shaft r.ras srrnk 200 ft. vertieally and the deepest level rlas at 170 ft.
Dotstloo{: 

Dotsr.rood Statlon is situated on Keel-bottom creek, r.rhich flous into
the DrEdekin ifiver. The original lessees of this holcling r.rerc l*rttheu Harvey

i
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anrl Fhi1lp Sc'ner. uho took up 6even blocks of the country on rrovember 27th

LBfiZ, 1t is recorded that uhcn the erplorer John l4ackinlay uas returning uith

hls perty from the search for Burke ard UilJ-s, he reached llanrey and Sonerrs

Statj-on oa August 2ad, 1852, but thls uas anothe property near Strothnore

on the Bor^ren River. iiearly flfty years ago, Dot*tood came into the possesslon

of Si:' Ihouas Mcllsrai-th. Subsequently transfers r.rere nade to (1) The

eueensland liational Eank {2} John tlurns (l} Bu::ns and Johnson ({u) The

Ccmmissioner for Trade (S) f". Queenslard Ststions ttd.

The Sannias Itiver: The Fanning ls a short ri-ver vhich rises on the uestern

side of Harveyt s Range almost due west of, TorrnsvilLe. ft flor.rs into the

Burrlekin Biver not far south of the Macrossan ilridge. In 1851, the rnen uho

r,lere to pioneer Tounsville, J.M. B1ack, lrl .A. Ross and C.r!r. ilor.le settled on

the Fanning erxl took up a large area of pastoral land. It is notable that

J.!1. Blackts party uere hard on the heeLs of Eduard Cunningtram uho took up

Burdekin Dor.rns. As a aatter of Act, the Fanning Station uas the first

property i-n [orth Queenslad to be stocked ri-th sheep and cattle. In a

Erblic address tendered to J.$. B1ack in 1t157, he uas credited uith being rrthe

first to cross the River Burdekin ulth flocks and herds.tr Or.riag to drought

and lov priees for uool and cattler.nany of the northern pastorali-sts soon

forrnd themselves ia difficul-ties and 1t uas then that Janrisfield, l{ood.stock,

Dotsreood ,nd Fanning Stations uere taken over by B. Touns and Co, J.M. Black

uas appointed Ceneral Manager uith headquarters at lloodstock. Aftenrards, the

Fanaing country sas abandoned till, in the revival of interest that uas caused

by the finding of gold thene, it uas taken up again by Frank llarail-ton. Rrther

up thc river the Fanaing River Statlon vas forned. by Carpendale, Va;rneck and

Co. of -l-routh Q\reensland. The late Henry f.bbott arrived r.rith cattle early i-n
18?2 anrC rsaained as B€rna€er. trrentually, Fanning Hiver Station became the

properiy of llenry Abbott r.lho sold it in later years to liigar and I.fi:rray Prior.
Fanning Dor.rns Station is only a fen miles fron Favensuood Jrxrction and, at the

prescnt tine, i-t is held by the Clarke Farnily.
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Thc trords of that popular scng lrFar auay places uith strange sounding namesn

brlngs to nind one of the most fascinating places in this distriet - the r'inikie.

This huge plateau, somer,lhat rectangular in shape, uith sheer congJ.oroerate

va1ls sumounding its summi-t, provides a dominatlng appearance. Its steep

sides stand like ualls of a medieval castle silently guarding the hidden

r.realth of the Kangaroo Hills I'li-neral Field. In its shadour. tin, uolfram,

silver and copper have all been ralned uith varying fortr:nes.

The Anikie lies south of t'lount Fox and rlest of liidden Valley. The Oakey Crcek

sileatly laps its foothills and separates it from the Rob Roy Tableland. It

is part of the Kangaroo Hil-Is I'lineral Fie1d, an EJea r.rhich sau eonsiderable

nining activity around the turn of the eentury.

OLD TIN.

Allwial tin uas first discovere<i by ir-aven and Regner in the lBTOr s at the

jrurction of Prospectorr s Creek vith Oatty Oreek, a tri.butary of the Burdekin.

ihi" bu".re knoun as Old Tin. Follouing this, there uas a rush to the

locality, resul-ting in good a.Ilwial and lode tin being fotrnd further doun '

the Creek on Butterfly Grr}ly, along the upper part of Ihmning River as far as

I{ount lleuhan and at other points. Old Tin remained the centre oi acti'rity

in the early tiraes. Various nining claims such as One l{ile, Tuo l{ile, Four

l'iiIe, Six lIile, and Fifteen l'liIe all took their nares i-n relation to the distance

they vrere located from OId Tin. At one stage, OId Tin boasted of a hotel ouned

by a l.i:'. Abrahan uho later opened a store in llalifax. i pack track knor.rn as

the OId Tin Track prwided access to the coast. It crossed the Range near the

upper reaches of the Stone River and passed through the rllIc,.rdaIe to Ingharn.

Titr_grwrn_I&rrJs

Fol1or.ri-ng the discovery of tin, came the discovery of rich silver lodes at Euan

and the formation in the early nineties oi the Rtnening Itiver Silver Mining

cqrpany uhich took up a rarge area of Ia:rd, aggregating tB5 acres, at l.ionnt

l"loss, adjacen'r, to Iluan. Consiclerable in^r,erest uas ccrrtred around tiris Conpany

as the rich returns from Broken HilI Silver Mines had excited the minds of
speculators and it uas 'presrmed that a secoad ijroken Hil-I had been disco,rered.

Hor'reve:', the negotlations for the sale of the properties ferr through, as did
elso the syndicates, and the properties uere abandoned.

a9PP!,R MrNINg.

The Motrnt Theckla copper l,line uas on oakey Creek, about north of Er.ran and had
n strontl lode running tlrough the property. It uas for some tiare vrorkecl by a

/?

.,
:i1l

;.t
'.: a;
. ir

,:l.{

':I

'.1
..r1
!,)

i
It'-
t:

.l
i

[:'

:

!

:



Conlriirr;'trhieh took out somc rich er'- froltr the variotr lcvelr .,pcrrc'-i rl[) :rr thc

|ode, the assays from /*O tons from the bottorn level, being:- First sampllng

211-percent copper, 86$ percent silver, 8.65 lead and /* to J percent zinc:

Second Sarapling 22 percent ccpper, aad I21 oz. silver per ton. It r.ns ormed

by Messrs Lermon and nannie il a 2O acre leaser

The True Blue Copper Mine uas an important mine on Bonnybrook Creek, containing

several parallel, and cross Iodes going to a vidth of 1O feet- and giving a higtr

return of copper and silver. A11 the concentrates uere shipped to london, the

last retr:rns being 21 percent copper, 651 oz. silver and 14* percent lead per

ton. fhe principal vork was the lO0 ft. Ieve1, the uidth of ore body at the face

being about 10 feet r.rid.e.

At Macauley Creek, 5 miles soutb of Euan, uere several good copper lodes

carrying from 3 pereent to 13 percent copper, and fron J.l* oz lo L)) oz. silver

per ton. These occumed in granite eountry in association uith d-rkes of quartz

felspar, trending east and uest. The ore deposits at Copper Knob, and the

P.P.t. are associated uith e1van, r.lhile those at the lJestern lease and Mount

Iong, are associated uith dolerite, the ore occurring in irreguler urasses, and

pipes in an altered rrforruationrt rock. 'fhe ore consisted of sulptri-des of

copper, lead and zinc and, besides occuming in large tnasees and plpes, uas also

fou.rd scattered through the forrnation i;r proportions too 1ou to form payable ore.

At Hi-cden vaI}ey, near.the head cf hruring creek, in addition to the tin
r,rorkings there vere several good copper-silver lodes from uhich good returns

had been obtained. These ineluded the Mountain Maid, or.rned by a Charters Towers

sJrndicate, r.rho had a { ft. lode in the shaft, assaying 1J percent copper, and

the Tara Vd-e, 4 miles from Mount Guilds, vhere a large outcrop, in uidth some

36 feet, shor.red along the sr:rface for a considerable distanee. On Copper Creek

there uere other lodes ard on Return Creelc, there uere several good copper lodes

$hi.ch gave good returns in the early days of Kangaroo Hills.

fli; Mli'lltff3.

Tin r'ras ard still is the principal mineral mined in the area. The tpo naj-n

ceittres of prospeeti-ng vere:
Firstly the lodes in the neighbourhood of ttre proposed tounship of t.allanda,
about trtelve miles up oakey Creek from the Er:rdelcin River, and secondly the
Iodes in the ranges at the sources of the Runni-ng Biver. rhe former comprise
the properties of the uaverley, Planet, Kangaroo llills and Douglas r.in hlining 

rl
Qcnapanxr uith various minor shor.rs. The latter are stirl helcl by porties of
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uorl.inl. ninera, huvirrl; not yet rrachtd Lht,Cr-rnr1, ll'; :. 1,i:"t.. 0lr o!ic 1r-'g[ xr1;f.y y1r.3

nschinery as yet been employed, none of the uorkings being wer 100 feet in depth.

ruavq4e.L&e-S.!r Thc majority of the leases takerr up by this Company are
-t-#

grouped together vithin a distance of a mile or so from the right bank of

Oaky Creek. Ihe Rob Roy and Red Gauntlet leases are about a mile further west,

and the Monastery and Larunermoore Leases about the sane distance to the I'lorth

uestard north respectively. The bulk of the uork has been done on the Guy

Mannering Lease. (Mr. Dunn was Manager of Waverley Company),

Planet Group of Leases. Considerable amount of prospecting uork has been done

uith a eomparatively small area, and presumably a considerable quantity of

payable ore has been raised. The Companyuere usiling for capital to devel_op

their lodes further.

Douslas }lines: The Douglas I'iine lies about a mile belou the llaverley Battery,

on Oaky Creek. Betueen the batter.r and the nine, the creek runs through rough

hi11y country, and the rrearest uheel road betr,reen the tuo makes a detour of

sone thirty five niles round. It is estinated that a road could be nade along

the ereek for about gL800. This .wouId brin5 ttre lJaverley, Planet and. Kargaroo

Hil}s nines into easy eomtunicatlon r.rith Ewan and the Burdekin couatry

Lryoo Hiits tin ltinine : These freeholds

Iie in granite country north of Oaky Creek. Ihey had afforded a considerable

anorrnt of allwial tin to their original o!,ners, the prospcctors of the field,
Messrs Naven and Regner

@: In the hills about the sources of the Running Ri.ver,

Eeveral small tin lodes have been found and a party of niners has erected. a

three-head Park and Lacy prospecting battery r.rith hand bud6le. Aror:nd the
I

Anikie a number of mining shor"rs uere uorked for tin - the Berseverence,

the Granlte Castle, the Black furgeI, ttre Bee Hive and Kite tittle l.londer.
a,

@.
Wolfran uas mined in rnany places throughout the a.rea. The rsabel and Unlimited
&ines, located on the precipitous slopes of the Anikic uere per5aps the most
noted drring the early part of this century.

Pf,iS0ri/'LI?IIE
oae of the nos-t colourful personalities on the field around the turn of the
eentury r'ras charles Frederick J.nikle. He came from l.Iestern Australia, having
vorked as a uiner on the coolgardie and Ksrgoorlie Gold Fierds. rn 1g?g, he
uorked on the Abergiola Fie1d, but a rise in the price oi tin brought him to the
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i(angarrio llills Field in I9OO. He first r.rorked allrrrrial tin on ltillians

Crcek and then prospected the area shlch nou bears his name, the. Anikic.

, E;ring the Depression of 1902r Charles Anlkie brought hi-s nepheu, lierman Hecht

to help him. It uas later in the year that Heraan received a r.rel-come Christme.s

present, by f,inding there o verJr ri-ch tin shos which he named the Perseverance.

ltris r.las vorked very profitably for about three years before petering out.

JAUiOI S CAVU.

,On the southern side of the Ani-kie lies Jackor$Cave. This nan-urade shelter

uas built by l{r. Jack MacArrsen, a Scotsmen, uho not having the material-s to

- buil-d hinself a conventional hut, trurnelled into the side of the Tableland

and excavated for himsel-f, a cave. The cave r.les divided into three sections

to provide for a kitchen, living area arul tool shed. It is not quite clear

'as to uhether a srnaller cave located some d.istance avay pronided the facilities

couronly assoeiated uith snell buildings, but it is known that an adjoining

t cave vas called the llutcher Shop. Here any aai-ma1s kr-Iled for food r.rcre

- 
d.ressed and suspended fron the ce11ing, giving the ceve its name.

Jack lfuctr\rrsen uas reputed to be the strongest nrqn on the rni_n!_ng field.
'vas said that he could carry five one hr.urdred bags of, tin uith ease.

i l{ArrlDERIi{i LIGHI5

Or:r'rugged rocky nountains ad our eerie, silent plains hold oany sccrets.

Many of these, strange uhius of Mother lfature, can be erpla.ined and put dora to
variow causes, but sose phenomenons remln uaogrlanabl-e.

Ihe larikie holds many a dark secret to her breast . On starlight nights around

- the firer s dying enbers, many a strange tale has been told in thc uining ca4ps,

tales so r.reird as to be almost rrrrbelie{rable. ,Of course, m'ny of t}rese are o1d
' vivesl tales and have not e vestige of, truth about theu, but others are vsuched

for in such sincerity by reliable alrthorities that they nust be given a hearing.
of sucL is the tale of the uandering lights.
lte ught has been deseribed as a luminous ha1o, ghostr;t in appearance and

floating about six to ten .feet above the grourrd. It has been
ltin t'[in tight, taking its rrarne from an o1d-tine l{estern ltotel
first observed. Ibon a distance it resembled sooeone reving ;

torch of huricane Ianp.
It uade various appearances
b*foe at the Six Nile. The
a tin mine shor.l. late one :

It

L referred to as the

. uhere it uas

uith a lighted

around the AniJcie, perhaps its uost spectacular

l{attrs fauily uere living ttere at the time, vorking

night, a bright light floated in through the r.rtndou,
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Bnd pasEed throtrgh several rooms. Its glou lastecj for several minutes bcforc

disappearilg. Ilo special iaterest was taken at the time, as it uas supposed

that some member of the family vas norfttg aboutr The mystery deepened ln the

rcrning only uhen 1t uas revealed that no member of the family u,B.s up at thc

t ime.

The light has been observed at the Swenty l'tiIe Copper l'i.ine, and has had

se\reral local appearances. It has been reported at Uaners HiIl and at Bcmbaroo.

It is only co-l-ncidence that many of its appearances have been made in

locallties of graves or sites of mr:rders or killings.

There are trany theories advances about its origin. Some blarue the supernatural

influence. A different opinion is that the light is a produet of the

geological strata of the district. Static electricity has also been advanced

as a cause of its appearanee.

As Hnnlet said lrThere are more things in Heaven and earth than are dreamed ofrr

and r,re can leave it to our progressive scientists to investigate these

strange things and uhen they fail, ve must vait for Gabrielr s last trumpet to

supply the ansr.lers.
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Rr,corinaj-ssanccs carricd out by mcmbere of the Ingham DeLachment, 2rid rioyal

Queensland Regiment f,or jungle tralning exercises have led to the re-avakening

of interest ir one of the districtrs most scenic spots and the creation of a

neu llational Park. Deep ln the normtain rangeo behind Iuruga, screened from

vie,u by forest-covered hills, tiature has kept secret one ol the brightest

jeuels in her scenic crolrn. Here on the upper reaches of Station Oreek are a

series of uaterfalls vhose breathtaking beauty has no equal in the }bunt Spec

area. The old timers kneu about them, for this uas a favotuite picnic spot

of theirs. Although they had not the advantage of modern vehicles, horseback

gave then a comparatively easy nethod of travel in the bush, but uith the passing

of the pioneers and the passing of the years, the falls had slipped from

Benory and remained forgotten by most people.

FAIJ,S GMN lvfjl, NIJ{E

Glouing reports have 1ed to a re'vival of interest and the falls once again

risen into promi.nence. As the Fa1ls uere yet un-naued the Hinchinbrook Shire

Council proposed that the Fa1ls be called TUOURAI.{A!! an eboriginal- r^rord

Eeani-ng llsinging or mrrrmr:rj-ng uaters.fi Place name and eborigi-naI ]anguage

e:pert, IIr. Sydney l"Iay, provided the nane translation at the request of the

CotxrciI.

Jourana is truly an area of singing waters. Here, uhere the nountain rauparts

open to }et Station Creek plurrge over the escarpment, Iiature has provided us

r,lith a fantasy of scenic r.rorders, roaring to a cre-"cendo during the torrential

nonsoonal rains to a gentle uelody in the spring, r.lhile uithin the valley, the

. rGters quietly nurtser around roeks and boulders in a soothing lullaby.

Jourana is actually a series of r.laterfalJ-s ranging from miniatrrre caseades

to najcstic fal1s of W to forr hrrrdred feet. As Station Cree.k has its source

deep in the rain-forests behind l,lorurt Spec, the creek generally has a fair run

of uater and the Fa11s have never been knor.rn to nrn dry.

PROPOSAL AS NATIONAL PARI(

Realising the significance of the Fa11s and in order to preserve their natural
beauty, the Ilinchinbrook Shire C,orrncil has made application for gazettal of
the area centrc<l around the Falls to be preserved as a llational park. In
additlon to thc Falls, the area of the proposed tiational park covers a track
of prloeval jungle uhere orchids and ferns gror.r profirsely i.n the cathedral-
Itke shado!'rs. on the hillsides, urnbrelra-rike paLns stretch out to form a
caaopy of beauty and shade Irom the tropical sun.
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ultunted five niles from the Bruec. Highuay and approximately cighteen miles

south of Ingharn, the Jourana Falls are of conparatively easy Bccesso The turn

off to the trbIls ls nade from the llruce Highvay just south of the Jtation

Creek Road tsridge. After follor.ring l'lavbyr s road for three miIes, the FsIIs

road follols Station Creek upstrean into the Jourama Natlonal Park.

DDVEIOPI.ENT MMMENCES

The opening of the neu scenic area which the Hi-nchinbrook Shire Council has

proposed for l{ational Park gazettal has been undertaken by the Inghau Rotary

Club as its major Oommr:nlty Service Project for the L963/61, year. In December

last, a uorking bee comprising sone tr.renty Roiarians, assisted by Forestry

Department Offieers and offieers and members of Inghamrs C.M.F. Unit,

provided an access road to uithln a nile of the base of the Fa11s, and marked

a track leadlrrg frou the large parking area opened, along the creek to the

last of a series of the three fa1Is.

'In buildi-ng the vehicle access road, tr.ro o:ossirgs of Station Creck uere Dade.

A Rotary CIub neuber, !1r. E. Meyer, prcrvided a buJ-ldozer for use in the uork.

As vell as the access road and parking area, the Rotary CIub also opened up a

picnic area and provided steps into the creek-bank to open a pool for svi'nnning.

An area of clean, raj-n forest has also been opened for ualk-clearing.

The Forestry Department has already instigated plans for the dwelopnent of

the area as a NationAl Park. Easy, graded r.ral-ks are to be provided to bring

all three uaterfalls uithia corafortable r.ralking distance. lookouts w111

prcvide breathtaking vistas of cascading waterfalls, rugged mountains and

najestic seaecapes.

filE STATION - CATTI,E. PoLICE & TELDcRApi!

Station Creek r.ras not alvays lorosn by that name. It uas originally knoun as

lCatenrieu Creek, nened. for the liatervieu Station forrnded on its banks. In
coroparatively recent years, the na.ne has been changed and nor.r its principal
trlbutary ls referred to as Watervieu Creek, uhile tlre rnain uatcrcourse has

becone Station Creek.

The area has considerable historical interest, for it is here that the distriett s

flrst police ard Telegraph Station uere established. .

Situated on a hillside overlooking Stati-on Creek, a number of nango and frult
trees nerk the site of the olcl trtr'ater:rrieulr station. llere in 1869 John ancl
Jotnstone Allingharn, pioneer pastorallsts crossed our mountain remparts arxl
eane dorm over the range at the rear of llaterview uith thcir bullcck dreys
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and cattle, and settled trere. Iheirs.vas a stirring adventure and e:'rlled for

great courage, as the high ranges offered llttLe inducemerrt for them to nake

the trip, and, at tlmes, the stecpness of the track nade it necessary to tie

heavy loge behind ttreir drays to act as brakes ard dlou doun their skldding

and sliding progress dom to the coastal f1ats. The ranges houever, took their

tol1, and at the botton of a ravine, 1ie the rennants of one of the drays that

did not uake the grede. Iater, the Allirrgtmns noved to MuraLarubeen, uhilc

l{.G. Er.ran took over the property at ldater:vieu. .

About this time, Sergeant Robert Johnstone r,us appointcd Inspector of, thc

Native Motrnted Police in the Herbert River District and uas stationed at

l{atervie.u. the police barracks and yards uere located slightly domstreaa from

the present road traffic bridge. llere, uj-th the aid of tuenty black troopers,

he ruaintai.ned lav and order and $as ca11ed upon nto acour the country far and

side in the course of his dutY.rl

The blacks uere sa"age and r.rarlike ir the country betseen the llerbert and the

Johnstone Rivers in the I seventies. In L8'12, there uas the r.rreck of the brig ,

trl.lari-at ard the terrible rlpssacre of survivors thot fo1lor.led, ard ur the 8th

April 1875, the urrder of the Conn Fani-1y ua6 reported. The blacks uere stiI1

very dangerotrs in Jnne and. Augwt of 18?5 and several attacks on uhite settlers

occurred. Sub-Inspector Johnstone and his troopers uere coltlnualJ-y on the msve,

riding in the tracks of hostile natives uho ravagcd the land or taking to the

sea i:r the longboat in guest of castavays frou vrecked ships uho reached the

coast of uhat uas then a great silderness.

lii-nchinbrook Island ana the adjacent, treacherous reefs, r.rere the graveyard

for ships in the rsixties and tseventles. Ia Septeraber 1878, Jolurstone is
reported to have made the griu discovery of the bodies of tuo ulrite men,roasted

in a native oven on the beaeh oppolit. South Bernard Islend. olr frttr.{pril,
1872, it uas reported that blacks had murdered tr.ro uhit es named Smith and

:Cleoents on Gould Islsnd; Johnstone i-nvestigated all stieh reports, end uith
'h1s native troopers he evengecl the ur:rder of ir.G. comr and his vife.
{5trb-lntn"ctor Johnsont s forays took hin as far north es the beautiful nes rlver

::rthich 
uas l-ater naad in his honor.rr. Frm !{atenrieu, hie headquartcrs rere

.!
':'latei raoved to Gedger s crossing rrear rnghara. rtr 18?9r srrb-rnspector Johnstone

p'es transferred ts l{i-nton. Fot]-ouing his retireaent froa the police Force,
n5-

',-*tt 
Johnstone stayed i:a the louer llerbert District, selecting l.lolonga in

Ftto*"t'ip uith L.J. Goul-ter. The rife slory of r;rspeetor Johnstone urakes
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thrilling reading, for his !,ai a IIfe of high e.dvcntu:e uhen tlre ltorth uas

opening up, and he played his part as an erplorer. He uas concerncd uith the

r.reII-being of the natives. and !,as reported to be fair and just ln his

deallrgs r.rith then.

The year 1869 also narked the construction of the Telegraph Line from

Tor.rnwi1le to Carduell and, Iater on, to the Gulf. The Line fron Tounsville

passed, through Telegraph Gap and on to Long Pocket on the Herbert facing

Mount llestninster Abbey. Then lt follor,red the lJaggon road at the first

crossing of D;l1;ryqp1e Creek. It folloued the road to Damper Creek and thcn on

to Cardr.rell. Perioclicalay old insulators are turaed up to rnark the routc

of the Te1egraPh }ine.

A reporting Station vas established at l,latervieu uith l4r. i(oach in charge.

In I8Z?, l.{r. Roach r.ras transferred to Ingham to establish the Tounr s first

Post ard TelegraPh Office.

H;MERI RIVER E)ORDSS

iL.IIOII:1L P.1I{-CO[ tD BE FAMOUS

Jr mov€ ls currently being made to aecure iiational Park gazettal, and

protection, for an attractive fa1ls and gorge section of the range and

foothills at Irrruga promioes to have nuch value i-n the long tern for the

dlstrict. Although little is knor.rn at present, the Townsville Road creeks

in the Range arrd foothills have great beauty and probabl-y represent ono of

the best concentrations of unspoiled mou-rtain ald creek scenery in the itorth.

The current none for National Park gazettal cqvers an area criss-crossed

by a mrmber of creeks, but is centred on Station Crcek aird its Fa11s.

liational Park gazettal vould be a very valr:able no\re to sccure the opening,

but even greater signiflcance uould attach to the fact that National Parks

trttst remaln forever unspoiled.

It ie iryortant that as nuch as nqy be saved, the natural beauty that

once uas general throqghout the l.lorth should be preserved for futurc

generationsr aili this should be the najor consideration in the opening and

de'veloping of neu scenlc areas.

fhe i'lational Park envisaged arorrnd JOURA!{A FALLS could become a fanous

attraction over the year6.
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I.{OIINTAIN RAMPAMS

2nd ROIAL QT,EENST,AND EEGIilENT
IIEIIAT.T DBTACI{.IEM

I.{OI'NT FOX

Ttre orisin of the plaee name and meaning -
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.,vdncv l.lav

On the 20th day of Novenber, I received this letter from 1"1r. F.T. l,ehane,

Shire Clerk of,the Shi-re of Hlnchinbrook:

rrlt j.s desired to ascertain the orlgin of the name l,lount Fox,
(native nane Yellerai). Would you inform roe uhether you are
able to assist in this.rl

That r,las orrer twelve months ago and, even yet, I find there is nore information

to be obtained. It has i-nvolved correspondence to three States, but the ruain

facts have been achieved.

The basic knor.rledge sas that Fr:ancis Cashell Gardiner of Tara Plantation on

the north side of the Iierbert River, betr.reen present day L3cmersidc and

Gairloch aequired some blocks of pastoral Leases on the south side of Seavier.r

Range called Mount Fox - lio. 3 trlest, Ilo. i East, and No. 4. I understood

there lrere four blocks, but oaly the abovc are listed on the Survey Office

2 Milc I'lap iio. 377 published in ]-952. The mo,ntain itself is 2r75O feet, and

is four milcs r.rest of the uestern boundaries of these blocks, uith the Mourrt

Fox Telegraph Offlce on Portion 21, Parish of Gararlalt (a Cror.rn Lease).

Tr.ro aboriginal names are gi-ven to the mountain - l'loonsoomul-Iv and Yellari.

The first is from a netive }egerd that there was a dr,larf armed uith a spear,

r.,ho guarded the mountain top, and the second referred to a lake formed by a

1ip of pumice on the eastern side uhich ereat,ed a natural dam. i.ater, this

lip corrapsed and the rake is no aore. This rake is shoun on a lpoS l.lap.

There is also a Yellari Creek which florls i:rto }lichael Creek near the Morurt

Fox Telegraph Office.

To uanage these bloeks, F.c. Gardiner got his nepher.r, Arthur lloysius Fox

from t'larybank, Montacute, Aderaide, r.rho looked after the area from lg?0 to
1875. rn this ratter year, the Register of Runs shous that John and

Christopher A11i-ngham of Kangaroo llills applied for and secured those runs

on 5th January I8?5. Those are just the bare facts, but r.rho uere F.C. Gardiner
and A.A.Fox? This invorved quite a considerabre search, in many parts of
Queensland as r.rell as in Victori-a a.nd South iustralia.
l' Thomas Matheuson, late of the Regent studios, Brisbane, travcrled
'extensively over a large part of Quecnsland by horse and buggy, taking
Photographs, and ruch more inportant, he kept di-aries uhich r.rere lent to ne
by his son, Dr. T.R. Mather,rson of Clayfierd.
Thoaas }hther.rson nade a visit to the Herbert River in 187/*y arrd here are
e:<tracts fron his diary of the pcriod.
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ilLlc took scrreral ph<;tos ln the arca (1) a part o1'Gor,rlr Orr:ek, o tri6st:.rrJ'

of the Herbert River rrcar Abergo.rrle. In this Halter Scott, of the Valley

of lagoons and Henry $tone are seen (after uhom Stone River is named) -

(2) /.lso trIngsn Plantation, belonging to tlilliam Bai-rstou Ingharn, on the

rorth slde of the river nou called tara. ltre ctdtivation can be distinctly.

seen vith tvo bullock teams ih the foreground - scrub is being felled in the

distance and the boiJer placed in a positionfor the mi1I. Ttto srna11 houses

and a hut are iachded.tr

l[r. l{. Tauple Clerk became a partner rlith Mr. Inghaa in 18?5. nlngsn

Plaatation uas half the origilal Section 39 on the north of the River.

This uas right opposite the residence of the late Jamcs r,tkinson and his

,fanily, knor.ru as Farnharn (after a toun in Surey, Ilnglnnd) uhlch was orr

Sections 19 and 20. This propcrty rlas later acquired by Dryan Lynu. i{o. 39

,,{I3ghants) was orlginat}-y taken r+ by Francis Oashell Gardiner and ca}led

.,.3,+a. Ph!-lp OrBrien and Coul-ey afteruards anned it and tsok a traurlinc

.:tbrough the area. Franeis Cashell Gardiner is registcred for corulltional

,r-purchase, pre-eative and hmsstead sc}ections d the foll-ovilg areas:

lpplication
I{o. 51

3rd December Area, /igricultural land Aroount paid
1870

Jpplication
I.Io. 68

d,th May I87I

Tttis larrd uas purchased
I5th September'1882.

{rpplication 28th JuIy 188O !O5 acres

,{p.pli.cation 4th October J8O acres
1{o. 420 18Bz

25O acres Second Class full yearr s
Fastoral land 1172 acres rent &s.rrvey

Fees s]-s/L6/-

Agricultural larxi 326 acres
first class pastoral land
Jo0racres t!o/L6/-

E*ft6l-
flog/L,l-

There is a l"futurt Fox Road starting fron Ingham going through the Kangaroo

Ilills area uhere i t branehes, one road going to Mt. Garnet and the other to
Einasleigh and ForsaSrth. Ignots of tin were taken by nule train elong this
road to Ingham in the early part of the 20th Ceittury.

rhe nane Gardiner is perpetuated by a street in rngham. /:,rso I,[t. Gardiner

1*o' t is to the north of Gardj:rerrs plantation rrTarart r.rl.ile I'bunt Gerdiner
Ito' l ie another feu miles farther norilr - both spurs of Mt. Leach tlange
near car&1elI Gap. I{o. I has a height of 211J feet. There is also a Mount
Gldnore to the east of both 1,1t. Cardiner near the Se;mour River.
It vas Daniel cudnore r.rho took up thcse tvo bloeks of land appro<lnntoly lroo0
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{Avocatr no.l absorbcd int<.r lnghera. Garditrert s house uas the first house ln

the area arll r.las on the i-nabranch near thc site of uodcrn ljeurerside. In

t6c history to follou, the names lr&vocat and nTaran predminate, but as all

these fani^Lies caue fron lreland, vhy seek other than an Irish nanes?

lTara IIil} ugs associeted vith the t{igh Kings of Ircland in the Connty of

ileath - r.rhile s&vocas thc lovely vale of nAvocax is in County i.Iicklov. Tara

is the most famous of the historic sites of Ire1arul, Teaurhoir-na-Riogh (of

the Kings). "

Here are the famlly relationships arrd origins:

GTRDIiiEIR

golone} Robert Gardiner of the Last India Serviee, married Uymphna, daughter

of Henry and Rebecca Stone (nee lJhite) Casliell, vhose home r.ras BusMield

Co. Tlpperary. This family included one son ll,obert Kirkman Gardiner, born

1812, who came to tustralia uith his children on the S.S. rrThetisrt uhich

left Plymoufh fr/Sh85l and arrived in Adelaide l/g/nSt and onc daughter,

Dyurphna Gardiner uho married Daniel Janes liihilt or Or l{iell of Rockville

Adare Co. Linaerick. R.K. Gardiner had one daughter, Henrietta, born 18J,/1

and one son, Francis 0ashe11 Gardiner, born 1835 r.rho died et l'larybank on the

Seymour River in I9I4. Neither Henrietta nor Franeis Gardiner married.

Dymphna and Daniel J. Nihill had one daughter and two sonso The son, James

Niall r.ras follor.red by his son James Manfield liiall (Tambo area) and

then a grandson, James M. Nia11, r.ras foll-oued by his son, James l{anfield

liia11 (nou of i'loodsidem) Gisborne, Victoria. I'{ary liihill married Daniel

Mi.chael Pau-L Cudruore L,ho uas in Queensland in 1865 or earlier ard can be

traced far and vide. Frances Ellen Nihill narried Arthr:r fox 6/lh8tr6 ot

Marybank, Montecute, South Ar:-stra1ia. hrthrr Fox died l/5/l-3S3. IIe had only

oD€ sonr Arthur Atoysius Fox, born z2ftOAStrT r.rho married l.tirurifred Ann Philips

daughter of Gerard Phillips, Sydney. Arthur Aloysir:s Fox died l.VAl.9QL.

Their son, CoIoneI /rrthtr Gerard Fox, born 26/L2/LS}5 is stil1 li.vin! at

Marybank, South .iustralia, and he has tr.ro daughters. Frances E1len Fox had

tuo daughters as r,rell as the son, Sara Therese lgnes and Flances Christina,
uho narried the broLhers Maki-nson of Sydney. A daughter of Danie1 Crdmore

Dyr'rphna Maria, born i-n ?asmania, married Sydney Yates and lived on a pastoral
nrn at $lelrose, Boven. Somerrhat Iater, they noved to the corrntry vest of
Adavale, and then the family came to Toouoomba.

This family is important in its rolationships to pastoral holdings in Queensland.
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Iou uill find tracee in the Tambo-longreaeh area, and the Clark River.

properties are named aLnost irrvariably uith narnes such as l,landwa1e,

Ilarybale, Avoca, Tara and even Nla1l. Tara Creek, Yeates Creek ard Mt.

Cudoore, Mt. Fox and Mount Gardiner. Avoca arrl Tara are self-explanatory,

but it rould be interesting to kaou the orlgln of l.landorrale, and utpr rrMaryrl

persists, l.{arybank, Maryvale - I regret I donlt loor.r, but probably after

b.is uife, Mary Cudraore, nee Nihill. Son Herbert Yeates. Among a fer.t

features I cannot trace, perhaps these noted may take them lnto light.

F.C. Gardiner purchased a vreck on the coast for dismantling. Uhat ureck

and uhere ard uhen? A report in the Port Denison Tlmes, 26/8nS?L refers

to an Avoca Plantation olrner, F.C. Gardiner. It uas more probably ouned by

Daniel Cudnore and nanaged by Gardiner. Gardiner entertained Carl Lumholtz,

the aatuaralist, at his Herbert River home. This fact is nentioned by

Luuholtz in his book, rrAmong Cannibals.rl

Janes },fansfield Niall and Herbert Barr Smith uere partners in some of these

pastoral rturs - Evora (a Portuguese nane), Delta and iiive Douns. Copperfield

Station r.ras owned by MaeDonald r.rho named the place and a river after David

Copperfiel-d. It uas not named after the nineral field near Clermont.

These nelrspaper articles would be of immense veruer if obtainable.

nthe lrorthern l{inertr Charters Touers zLfihWS - headed nPastoral Pioneers

of 1863.rt

TIIE CUDMOHES I{I,iD Tl{E NIALIS. fhe story of the Cudmore runs on the Clark River

at Tara and Christaas Creek. I'Iar1ru'a1e Picnie Raees sere held on Tara Creek.

tliall Stations were taken up on the Clarke River by Daniel Cu.dnore, 23/LL/L86L.

Crrdnore had made ertensive ercploratory trips accompanied by Josea Jamison and

Kenrreth Muirson fron september to liwenber, 1861, travelrlng lr?oo ui-les.
t{'F' stenhottse, z3/l*/L861 took up Maryvale on 4th February 1882, Niatl r.ras

sttbdivldcd into No. 1 arxi No. 2 and. consoridated into l4aryvale on t lz/taaz.
tliall iio. l vas acqulred by l,lilliarn Hann on 27/s/Ls8z vhile Tara itself was

under Daniel Cudnorer s control.
S1r' oollier Cttdnore of, Adelaide nou is the head of the Cr:dnore CIan and

61one1 Arthur Fox of the Fox cIan. There is a parophret conpiled by Travers
Browers in 1945 ilThe cudmore Fa.roily ln Arrstral-lartr arrl another rThe Fox Fanily
of l{arytiantrtr cmplled by G.C. Morphett also ln Lgt*s. Both. r.rere published
(nor out of prlnt) by the Pioneerst Association of south Australi-a, Murray House
?? Grenrell street, Adelaide, r failed to get a eopy. (r hove the cudmore one
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found j.n a second hand shop In Sydncy). fnterestlng features on tll' rc'ck

streun slopes of Mt. Clare just south of Morrnt Fox.

Nor a brief biography of Arthur Aloysiu,s Fox, after uhom the mountain is

raned. He !,as born at &de1aide, 22/lo/l&lr7 ard educated overseas from the

age of Beven at Douai (France) Bona (Gerurany) and in Engtand at l.lt. l,laryis,

,Ascotr finishing at St. Boduents Burton-on-Trent (nev. T.J. Telford) in

Decenber, 186(. IIe then stayed r.rlth relatione at Rathnines near Dublin,

returning to South Australia in 1858 shen 2I. He helped his srother manage

their Uarybank Estate for a vhiIe. In 1884-? he represented l.Jest Adelaide

in the South Australlan Parlianent. He rea11y never settled dovn uhen he

returned to Atrstralia, and there is an unrecorded period, 1868 until 18?4

uhich should include the probable period of his Queensland residence,

ruanaging the Mount Fox pastoral area runs for R.C. Gardiner.
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EARLY IiXPI.OMTIOI{S.

It r.ras through the hlnterlarut that the first r.rhlte settlers entered thls

dj.etrlct. The Burdekin Rj-ver Valley provlded the key r.rhich opened up the

Herbert River for eettletrent.

Tn L8l*5> Dr. Luduig Leichardt 1ed h1s party along the Burdekin River and

recorded on 4th l'lqy,

ol,e discovered an extensive valley r.rlth large lagoons and lakes

and a most luxurious vegetation, bor:nded by distant blue ranges

ard forning the most picturesque landscape ue had yet met urith.rt

Thus uas the uhite Ents flrst lupression of the beautifulValley of, Lagoons.

Eleven years later, Augttstus Charles Gregory uas the next uhite raan to pass

through the Burdekin Va1)-ey. In October, L856, on returning fron his

exploring trlp to North llest Australia, his party camped on uhat is nov

Greerrva1e Station.

The gloving reports of both Leichardt and Gregory of the good pastoral

country along the Burdekln soon attracted the attentlon of pioneer-spirited

paotoralists. Slor.rly the tide of settlement edvanced northr.rard.

In 1859, an e:<ploring expedltlon ras formed tn Sydney to take up part of the

Burdekin country ln pastoral runs. Led by George Elphinstone Dalrymple,

the landseekers pressed up the Burdekin to Leichardtt s Va1ley of Lagoons.

Here, in partnership vith the Scott Brothers, veaLthy southern squatters,

Dalrlmple selected a nagnlficent stretch of country including the present

uainrna, cururauarra, cashnere, Lake Lucy a.nd part of Greeware, as r.rerl as

the present valley of Lagoons. The settlement of the va1ley had begun.

John McKinlayl s e:<pedition traversed the Br:rdekin country in 1862, on its
vay fron the Gulf to bouen. These explorers had been seeking tsr.rrke and Uills
and sere then returning to civilization at Bor.ren. AIl the r.lay doun the
Burdekin, MeKinlay had seen the dray tracks of the pioneers. canel creek
takes its name from the bones of one of Mcliinlayr s canels for:nd there years
I ater.

'By the end of 1852, settleneut along the Br:rdekln Valley was vel1 advanced, and

soon the settlers began seeking a neu port to provicle acceas to the L;urdekin
Valley.

Ihe Flrst Atteopt: By 1853, the Yalley of Lagoons had been stocked uith 2!1000
head of cattle anil sheep. The seott Brothers, in partnership r.rith Darrlnrple,
vere l{alter Jerviose seott, charles Jervoise scott, and }.rthur Jerviose scott.

ri

lr
it.
I

i!
r|,

IE

:t
t
h

i
s

i

.!
:t
(?

i:

,,il's
. t.,.I
i"x

;ii
t :i

'3d i'



They uere the sons of James tlinter and Lucy Scott of Rotherfield Park, 

1 '

Hampshire, England. The nost r:rgent need to ensure the success of their

enterprlse, !,as a road to the port shorter than the 300 uriles to Port

Denlson. Dalrynple, uith his friends in high places, did not find the

Goverrulent lag in supporting'hin, but, uhen he eventually found his highuay

to the coast, success uas due mainly to his or.rn efforts. Rockingham Bay at

a dlstance of s ome seventy niles, uas decided upon to be the end of their

road and, accordingly, in 1863, Dalrymple and t'Jafter Scott formed a party

to discorrer a route from the Va11ey of legoons.

Soon after leaving the VaILey of Iagoons, the party divided. Dalrymple, the

Scott Brothers and oihers uent to Mount Lang to discover from the surnmit the

nost practical route to fo1lor.r. l.Ialter Scott described Mount l,ang as bei-ng

a hi11y outcrop of basaltic rock and lava rislng to the hei.ght of 8O0 feet

from the tableland, and sqpposed it to be the crater of an old volcano.

Erom the srnuit, a coastal range forty niles to.the eastuard could be seen.

The rxrited party attempted to reach a lor.r gap observed in the range. About

nine miles fron the Junction of Great AntiII Creek vith the Burdekin a chain

of lagoons had been found, the southern-most one, three miles in circr:raference,

r r,rBS naned Lake Lucy.

In traversing ttre undulating country between Pelican lakes (ttreir starting

point) and the coast, they cane across several native campsc In thern uere

found sheets of ba'k of the box gun on which lrere cut or:t figures of men and

.. trornen in the attitudes of the corroboree. This country lras apparently a

favourite kangaroo htrnting gror.urd. l'lalter Scott considered the aboriginies

he sau a finerathletic people, much lighter in skin than those of the South.

Otrlng to the boggy nature of the soil, travelling became increasingly

difficult and., at a point distant only tuenty rdles from Pelican Lakes, they

nere obliged to retrace their r^ray to the Valley of the Durdekin in search of

a Dore practieal route to the North East. The floor of the valJ-ey itself
seened to offer the easiest going and !,as therefore follor.red for tr.ro days

'until it seened nore convenient to ascend to the tops of ridges uhere the ground

uas fi'rmer. They then aavanced tr.renty five nifes to the north eastr
Co:rtlnuing on the sane course next day, they ascendd the coastal range to
e polnt uhere Gould Island could be clearly seen. This r.ras named by Dalrympie
the Seavian Range because, from it, they first sar.l the Pacific ocean. This
Iange forms a qatershed betueen the llur,lekin ancl the rraters flor.rin1: into the

t
I
!:

I
l.l

37

i.c.
LI
i.t
t:
l: :1i'
.

.!

!:

'l
:

t.

,.,:

t':
I

1:

!:
:,i
;

-i

I
:
I

i

+



Bea to the eastlrard.

The ascent from the vcst had prored reasonably easy, but the descent on the

other side had a drop of 21500 feet ilt one mlle, uhere the drays had to be

losered uith block and tackle. On the vay doun the range they [eard the

distant roar of a r.raterfall. Subsequent e:rplorations found magnificient falls

in GarrauaLt ad StoneY Creek.

On Stoney Creek, the tlallaman FhLls !,ere mcasured years later r:nder Henry

Stonet s direction and shoued a drop of 920 feet. lJallaman is said to be the

local aboriginal narne for that vater. The discoverers uere Dalrymp1e, Scott,

Stone arui Farquharson.

?he river in uhose valley they found thenselves r.ras the Herbert. DalrSnuple

na6ed it after his uore or Iess silent partner, the first Premier of Queensland,

fiobert llyndhan Herbert, but whether it was named then or in 186/+ is not quite

clear. Ihe llerbert seems to have been crossed near Ilerbert Val-e of nor.radays.

The e:rpedition, moving easterly across the plain, reached a snall creek uhich

rlas narnd Cor.rrle Creek fron Old Country aseociations. Gourj-e L,as an ancient

district in Perthshire. A high mountain at its head uas called Mt. Grammc

by Dalrymple, presrrmably after his mother, uhose baptismal name it vas. lihe

uas a daughter of Colone1 Hepburn and died at al advaneed age ln 1870. The

nane is nou epelt Graham. The next creek crossed uas named Elphinstone Creek

possibly after Dalrprplet s father, Sir Robert Dalryuple Horn Elphinstone (Bart)

snd his mother r.ras honoured. The party follor.red up another tributary

(Oatrynpte Creek) of the Herbert, on the northern side, vhich flor.red through

a narro!, valley enclosed by high mountalns and jrrngle. This r"ras given the

nane of Jockr s lodge. Jock is often said to have been the partyt s bulrock

driver, but the original flJockr s Lodgetr uas a snall harnlet outside Edinburgh

about tbnee and a half centuries ago. nJockruas an eccentric mendicant. ?hey

then passed over the r,ratershed of ttockingham Bay. The land on the coast from

this vantage point appeared flat and swanpy. Hor.rever, it was impossible to
nake further progress.

.ffre 
thlck jrurgle defied all efforts to fird a Uay through it and so they gave

up the atteupt and returned to the Valley of lagoons.
Dal4ruple and hls party uere the flrst to cross our nountain
tlrls distrlct. Although the first atteupt was not successful
practicable route from the valrey of Lagoons to the coa6t, the next attempt
began at the coastal end of the hopcd for road and evcnttrally aueceeded in

ramparts into
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its PtrrPose'

r@:Theyear1B6/+markedthefirstcrossingofthe

Herbert River Va11ey by a party travelling from the virtr:ally days old

settlement of Port Hinchinbrook (nou Carduell) to VaIIey of Lagoons Station,

Itre crossing uas made il February by a party led by George Elphi:rstone

Dalrlmple, the thirty seven years old Queensland Land Commissioner of the

day, and Arthur Jervoise Scott-

Ttre e:rpedition Ied by Dalry-nple left Port Denison on January Tthr 1B(,1'

in the schooner Policenan ouned and commanded by Captain Powell. ficckingham

Bay uas reached on the errenilg of January I2th, 186/+.

About a fortnight later, the present site of Carduell had been chcs en as the

location of a ne!, port rahich the visionary Governor of the day had seen as

a capital of a ner.r colony. At the beginning of Febrrrary, Dalrymple uith

Lieutenart l,larlou of the Native Police, spent four days in eryloring a

possible road sj-te to the interior - the Valley of i-agoons Staticn.

they discovered a gap in the range and on Februagy /+th cut their r.ray to the

suonit. On Fcbruary l0th, Dalryruple took Arthur llcott to thc Gap arrd, on

elther February Ilth or l-2th, he had pushed through the range to such an

extent that he could look dor.m into the broad valley of the uinding river
he named Herbert in honour of the Colonial Secretary then, later hemier of

Qrreensland, Sir Robert llerbert.

Oa Febnrary 15th, DalrympJ-e left the infant settleuent of Fort Hinchinbrook

aeconpanied by two Europeans and tuo aborigines - taking five riding horses

fotr pack arul spare horses, arms and supplies and rations for fourteen days.

Over the Range, their route Iay fifteen niles along the base of the Mount

Leach chaia, vith sr.raups heruai-ng thern in on their left. They made their way

into uhat is nor.r the Abergor.rie belt, to meet the river aad find it broadr.
rapid and deep.

rn the actual crossing, first to enter vere Darr5nnpre and cockey, one of the
aboriginies' rn nidstream, their horses r.rere caught by the cr:ment and rolled
over' Dalrynple suam across r.lhile cocky regained the north bank. Alone on
the south 6snkr Darryupre uas confronted by a grorp of aborigines. Their
gestures *ere Eenacing, but, as the other nembers of the party 

""ossea, the
natives drifted auay.

Dalr5'npl-e ard his group nade three separate atteopts to eross from the va11ey
over the coast Itange to ttre fableland, f i.nally finding a spur about tue,t.y 3?
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ml1es and on March lst, reached the VaJ.Icy ol L^rgoorrs. l'hc return trek r.lal;

begun on l'larch 8th.

On his return, Dalrymple 1ed a group of tr.relve Europeans and four aborigi5ies

sith three bullock drays and si-rty one uorking bu11ocks. Driving sixty three

fat cattle for the settlenent ard eighteen horses, they built a road as they

noved.

Uith Dal-rymple on the retr:rn from the Val1ey of Iagoons r.ras Henry Stone r.rho

uas to be Herbert River Valleyl s first permanent resident. On l,larch 15th,

Dalryrupre vas back at the erest of the min coast range uhere he had to

canp for three weeks, waiting for a flood in the Herbert to drop. In the

river crossing, tr.lo of the drays were uhippe<i over by the uatcr force.

l.Ihen the gorge leading to the Gap r.ns reached, Dalryuple and his party had

been six r.reeks out from the Ya11ey of l,agoons. Fina1ly, on Sunday, 2taih ilpriL,

after cutting a bridal-path through the Gap, Datrymprc and three of the

- liuropeans ani tno of the aboriginies, drove tr.renty six head of cattle into

the infant settleuent of Cardr.lell - corapleting the first tuo r.ray crossing

of the Herbert River Val)-ey.

Men fron the eettlenent - by then over fifty residents - anrl mcr e than tuenty

horses, retrrrned uith hin to complete the road for the bu-Llock teams and drays

to negotiate the Gap.

Thirteen years later, Dalrpnple uas dead - on January 22nd ]Ig76, at sea -
fron vj-ruLent fever contraeted at Somerset near Cape York where he had becn

appoilted Government Resident in 1g24.

Fron hi-s crossings of the Herbert River Val1ey betueen Fcbnrary 15th and 16th

and April zl+th L86l+, stems the present development. Land in what nor.r is the

{bergor'rrie area lras taken up as a va1ley of Le.gooirs out-station. rn 1g65,
Vale of Herbert Station uas established as a half uay house betueen Valley of
fagoons and Cardr.rell and, r.rith the building of Station Ilouse (cn the present
site of Groundtratert s farm) settlement beearne a reality. As thc outstation
l'lanager, Henry Stonc becane the first permanent resitlcnt.
By the eerly l8?or s, coastal land r.ras selected for the growing of sugar and
the existing Fttern of district activity r.,as set.

TlIt VAITBY Or I,AGOONS

The uarlsy of Lagoons is cne of the roost picturesque rcgions in iiorth
&eenslarrl' The honestead is built on o sma1l hilL overlooking a beautiful
lake foraed by the overflou of the -,.rrdekirr Rivcr.
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The River itself flotrs past the station and, for miles arotuxl, there are tsany

surll lagoons uhich suggested the name, The Yalley of Lagoons, to tudr.lig

I,eichardt uhen he passed tlrough the locality in l.81,,5. The Station is

eituated ahost 1fr) oiles uest of lngtran ard about eighty five miles fron

l{ount Garnet.

Ttrc Valley i.s noted for lts profusion of bi:td - particrrlarLy black svan -
and aninel life. Pelicans are nunerous and they prove to be the best

fishernen. Elsck :ruans aborrnd arri., dtu'ing the hatchi-ng season, uany of

their nests are to be seen near the vater. Indeed, soae of them hane

floating lrabitations, uhile a fen proud parents display their brood of five

or six cygnets. Elack ducks fly about in hwdreds, uithout any fear of

disturbance. Ttren the brolgas or native conpanions hold their dances, rith

Ibises ad cranes as distant spectators. A perfect setting is prorided

by green vegetation ad bright\r colorred r.ater liIies. At sr:nrise or at

sunset, the rising and the setti.ng of the nultitrde of birds prtrvide an

unforgettable sight.

Yieued fron the honestead thj-s vork of nature is a rare delight ad nakes

one feel tbt the YaLLey of Lagoons urst rank high aruongst the beauty spcts

,of irorth Queens1and..

The Scott Brothers sold the Ya1ley of Lagoons to Rarasdea anrl Fenuick in 1890

aad in 19O3r it las sold to L.O. llickl-en. It r,ras purchased from Mr. Mickleo

by J.5. love in 1929 anrd the property has been conductcd by the Estate of

J.S. Iove si.nce his &ath in 1933. Under lhs rrlll bf the late l,lr. Love, a
.

Sroportion of, the Stationl s incmre uas earmarked for charitl' ard orrer the

'Jrears a nunber of charitable cauges arxl institutions have benefitted.

Ia 1!6J, the sale of the ItalIey of Lagoons to R.L. f.tkinson and Sons Pty. Ltd

'r-tror C1ylr000 inch.rding 5r(/J0 cattle uas recordd.

'The YaLley of tagoons ls now being used as a breedi-ng arxl fattening property

fna 
tUe high grade herd of ilerefords on the p5operty is being progressively

TePraced by ltroughtmasters from Mrmgalla and Glenruth Studs and herds.
::..,r.

On a hiltside not far from the llomestead., a heatlstone marks the last resting

?fce of one of the founders of the Valley. t{erc, uhere the hills on ei.thc,r

,sfie slreep boclnrards aill ttrrl beautiful forest ridgcs opcn in scattered

'$"", like an English Perk, l{altcr Jen oise Scott quitely rests. Thc rich

.,-rfeslands, thc lofty gul-trees and thc lotus-covcrcd lagoon furnish a

rrnrr'ly sr tting for thr, greet spirit of this pionecr.
Qf
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I,IOT'NTAIN RAI,IPARTS

2nd ROYAL QUEENSLAND REGI]@III
II'IGTTA},I DETACHMENT

HINCHIItsTIOOK

Majestlc Peaks and Rugeed Orandeur.
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HllrCHIituROOK.

, t,lenty-tlro rriles of the mountaius and crags of Scotland and the uinding

fJords of Nonray - all dressed in lush Jungle grouth and frnmed by r.rhite

' t"opi""l beaches - that ls Hlnchinbrook Islard, Iylng three uiles off the

coast of llorth Queensland opposlte the rlch Inghan suger, cattle and timber

di.strlct. The largest eouplete Island llational Park in Australia, and

possibly the uorld, the island is separated fron the mainland by a winding

rerze of the Hlnchinbr:ook Channel. On the fslard side are tall peaks, cliff

' faces arrl beach strips. On the nainland side ls a complex pattern of

. evergreen Dar€roves lnterr.loven vith ever turnlng creeks ord channels.

Coupletely lnhablted, the Islard carries peaks ard rarges rising frombtr.reen

3,OOO ant (1000 feet, dann the sides of uhich uaterfalls plunge during the

uonths of the i{orthr s r.let season. Hinchinbrook Islard }ras one of the possible,

future hose sites hspeeted by Nauruan Islanders, but the reason vhich uade

it a tourist and naturalistsl r.ronderland r.lere ttre reasons vhich nade it
rrnsuitable as a substitute hone for t)te 2r5OO Nauruans.

- The rugged tangle of its peaks and ranges and lts heavy jungles and forests

" 
rule out agricultural possibilities. Ilinchinbrook Island reraains virtr.rally

ae it vas uheu Captain Cook named the urain Range areas Cape t{inchinbrook,

' and one of its features Hll1ock Point, believing it to be part of the mainland.

lhe fact thet the huge area uas an island was not confirmed until 1843, when

Captain F.P. Blach,rood, R.N., mad.e his voyage in the II.M.S. Fly.

One change uhich has been made in the natr:ra1 surroundings is prwided by a

ta11 memorial cross d air craft metal- standing high on one of the peaks in the

centre of the wreckage of a U.S. Bomber. Ihe bomber crashed during a storm

. on a uartime flight, killing eleven rqen. The r.rreckage lras nct discovered turtj.l

..a Xear later, and the bodies of the victims r.rere taken for burial ln U.S. t{ar

Ceoeteries. In 1p60, a group of Inghan resid.ents and uenbers of the townr s

R'A'A'F' Air llaining Flight, climbed Mt. Stral-ock to erect a tall cross to
sen e as a permanent memoria-l.

l'

In the late 1880r s, a brief atteupt !,as mErde to establish a sawnill on the

in the

to its

sLarul, but the death of one of the children of thc f,'amiIy engaged
' veaturer cotpled nlth difficurtles in terrain ard in transport, red

abandonoent.

Before the gazettal as a llationar park in the 1!3prs, a feu fishermen had made
c9uPs on the northern tip of the rsland, but these !,ere subsequcntly removed.
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Northern, tropical, coastal area lras beforc thc coming of the Europcans.

fhe ships utr-ich its beeches and rocks have claimed have vanished, and so, t6o,

have the tribcs of the tall, pouerful aborigines uho lived as much on the

Islard as on thc mainland. Gone too, is even the memory of the three ship-

r,feckedErrropeans-tl{omenandauoEan-seenoncefromapassingshipas

captives of the tribe, arrl then never able to be traced despite uide ranging

gearches.

tbey uere aboard the cutter BIA vhich had vanished from Tounsville on 1st l'larch

1g6? dr:ring a cyclone. sk people had been aboard. scven monthslater, the tuo

l!e, arul the uonan uere seen on a seauard si-de beach on Hinchinbrook, some

se,venty m1les north of Tolnsville. All that the searchers found uere a

nourning veil, a shoe and a crudely made bush bed'

Ili.nchinbrook Island has ncu a grandeur beyorrl description, and a sense of

uaitiag and of nystery. One day, it r.rill be a mecca of thousands looking to

see the beauty that uas ridely once the untouched Tropical North.

. quoting Hiachi-nbrook in verse:

See yonder rugged Mountain,
That tor,lers its head on high,
llittr nany a sPouting fountain,
So delightful to the eYe.

Thy head is clothed in verdue,
With ferns of maiden hair,
Shor.ling llatrre in her graldeur,
And shrubs so rich and rare.

T'hy sons they proudly gaze on thee,
And silently adore,
Thy uagic forn and every tree,
That grous upon thy shore.

Four place names of or around llinchinbrook Island connemorate uhat r.ras

' practically the uhole of the Queensland l{avy just prior to Federati.on. Ihey
a

.are Gayundah Creek (H.I.t.Q.i. Gayundah) Pa1uma Creek (H.lt.Q.S. Paluna)

'.llosquito Creek (tt.iq.Q.S. Mosquito) ald Oiter Rccf (lt.M.Q.S. Otter.)
' The October 1899 issue of rrT[e Qucenslarulerrr provides arr interesting revier.l.

trfire Ga5nrndah is a tvin-screu vessel of 35O tons and 4OO horse-po!,er. She

rrqs launchcd in 188/*, and almost immediately aftcruardc uasptrrchased by the
:

- Queenslard Government. Her Iength is '115 ft. ,.lith a bears of 26 ft. and she

can steam ordinarily at the rate of ten knots per hour. Her armament, for
a vessel of her size is heavy, consisting principally of tr.ro tbig gunsrt an

- 
8t fo*"rd and a 5rl aft, both uorked on a carri.agc. The after-gw is protected
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by a shicld, uhile bhe' forward one is uorked from the Wper dcck. Otr i,haU

' d""k shc: carries two llin. quick-firers, while on each quarter she has a four-

. barrel liiordenfelt. Her build is one strictly designeci for harbour and river

defence. In a sear.ray she uould be comparatively useless, and if she uere far

frou houre she !,ould easily be orerhau-Led ard pounded to pieces by the fast

nodern cruisers of the present day, r.lhich sail tvo feet to her one. But used

for shat she uas built for, she is eminently auitable. Given a corryenient

" 
rock, or a sna11 island, behind vhich she can perch, she can blaze away e1I

day at an enemyr s ship in the offing, and afteruards r.rhen the lattcr is

. reduced to a state of e:asperation bordering on insanity, the Ga]rundah can

eILy forth ard entice the justly enraged foreigner i-nto a chase. Then, r.rhen

the larger ship is racing along holding a straight line uith the smaller

boatts course, the Gaymdah mqy quietly slip over a patch of shoal-r.rater r.rith
-
about ten or tuelvc feet of water on it, and ca1m1y r.rait derrelopments at a

i safe distance on the other side. Then, uhen the steamer drauing tr.renty odd

feet is safe and sound with her back broken, or vith her crer.r busily engageri

in lightening her, the noble little boat in -grey may return in safety, and

r proceed systematicelly to knock corners off hor defenccless enemy. The game

uould be a pretty one to play - for those on bcard the Gayundahrtt
a

ItA sister ship to the Gnftudah is the Palurua, at present held in reserve and

olrsed Etainly for training purposes. She was long used on the Queensland coast

as a survey boat, her surall- draught and. easy handl-ing being extremely r.le11

suited to that class of uork.

, The Mosquito is a second class torpedo boat, built of pJ-ate only one-sirbeenth

of an inch thick, 65 ft. 1ong, uith a speed of sixteen knots, vhich she ean

lncrease if ptrshed' She is fitted for one llordenfelt, but no torpedo man
' 

-trusts to rifle bullets. Ile pins his falth on the rtlong grey devilsrr whosett
nore polite rulme is Hhitehead torpedo. Being a second class boat she has

no torpedo tube, but carri-es a rrdropping gca:-t, controlled from thc conring
' torrsp' The officer steering the ship pu1ls a string r.lhieh releases the air

. '*"t' 
sets the torpedo going, drops the infernal- machine on the uater and the

, l{hltehead d.oes the rest.
lTorpedo rrruring is, perhaps the most dangerous of all vork j.n flre r{avy,
ln the newest type of boat, and tbat is probably why the Adnirality place
younger offieers in couroand.. They have a name to nakc, and they mean to

gven

their

make
it' rf they Lose their rives in the effort, ilrc gp is not very harci to li1r.
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6, 5ILENT J,SOORT.

Et-fteen u11es from Inghan ls tlre pleasant seaside resort of Forrest Deach. The

beach perpetuates the name of G.B. Forrest, early Eanager of the Colonlal

S,gar Reflnlng Coryanyr:Victoria Plantation and MilI. Here, from a collection

of huts has groun the oodera Townahlp of trtllnghan. The ever-grouing nunber

of peroanent ard veek-erd cottages testlfy to its popularity. A unique nethod

of naulng the streets has been adopted, all streets being named after trees.

Scattered throughout are Wattle, Acacia, Palo, Pine, Leichardt, l{tIlou arxl

Fern Streets.

Tuo mJor errents are scheduled for Forrest Beach this year. On January 26th,

the State Srrrf Ltf esaving Chanpionships uere he1d. the errent ras staged as

part of the Dlstrict Centenary Celebrations. fn l4ay, the Arny uill carry out,

for ttre first tiue in the North slnce the !{ar, Tank Larxting Exerci.ses.

SUMIEY FOR TANK I,ANDII\E

IT U"y, L)t2,, t.he Battle of the Coral Sea raged off our northern shores. Land

based plenes fron Garbutt and other northern bases took part in the attack.

As the Battle opened a tense signal r.ras recelved at lleadqrrarters, 11th

Infantry Brigade - nEneuy landing errpected within {,8 hours betr.reen Cairns and

TcrnwllLe.x

One of tJle beaches on !,hich it las rumoured that the enetry planned a beach*ead

uas Forrest Beach. The continuing battle uas follor.red uith anxiety by all
AustraU-ans, ard uene failed to appreclate its crucial lruportance for this

country. The neus of the success of the battle lps received r.rith heartfelt

1ellef.
Tueaty-tuo years later, Forest Beach has been selected as the site for another

landing. In l&y, a troop of Centurian tanks uiIL be landed to take pa.rt in the

2nd Royal Qrreensland Regiment Battle Groupr s Annual Canp. The tanks uil1 bo

cou'reyed by landlng Craft Tank from Southern bases to Forrest Beach and after,
landing aored by Army transporter lnto the battle training areas at Flagstone.
ra september, L)6J, the L.s.T. Brund,enell-!{hite, on its return journey from
Cape Iork to Brlsbane uith a cargo of aruy stores, called into Forrest Beach

to earrF out a reconnaissance for possible Tank landing. After a recce of the
various beaches, the Forrest Beaeh area Has selected as the most likely site
for the aThlbious landing. Durlng lts stay, the erew of the Brundenell-llhite
cerrled out soundlngs and suryeys of thebach approaches. rhe Landing craft
ltselfr arrehored within half a m1le of Forrest Beach and attraeted considerable
lnterest amongst tlre beach residents.
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It\-tr'1tr)ravl-11ulu w

Mormt ARII{UR SCOTT

BUA.DEKIN RIVE1T

C,AXDLTEI,L

DALIUI{PLE! s GaP

CAI.IEL CREEI(

ELPtlIliSl0NI; Creek

l,Iorxrt GEOrcE

GOI.IRIE Creek

l,Ior.urt ffAQU{ARSON

Mount GB.ASI,IE

lbunt CRNLSM

- HEnBEm Ri-ver

Port HtrNGtIItsmO(

J@KI S IODGE

Lake IUCI

l,Iornt LEACH

Mourt LANG

BIG AIfIILL Creek

River l,lARLOt{

PELICAN Lakes

ROGKIIEITAM Bay

$EAVIEI., Range

VAt.r. gE HEmEm

-v{tLE 0F I^{GOONS

Ibrrat HEsll{INsTER ABBEI

In the Rockinghaa Bay Range. I{aned in 186/* by
Dalrymple after Afthur Jerwoi.se Scott.

Narred by Leichardt ln 184.5 after l{rs. Burdekin of
Sydney.

Naoed by Governor Bouea in 1864 after the Rt. Hon.
Edr.lard Cardwell, U.P., later Vlscount Cardrell.

Naned in 1864. after G.E. Dal-ryruple uho discovered it.

Takes its name frou one of l{c(,inJ-eyr s caraels found
there.

llaoed i-n 1853 by G.E. Dalrymple after his father, Sir.
Robert Dalryraple Horn Elphinstone (Bart.)

Ia Parlsh of Lannercost, named by Dalryople in 186/*.

l{aqed by Dalryuple in 1863 fron Otd Cormtry Associatlons.

lianed by &lryupIe after nenber of his party.

Nou generally toor.ln as GRAI{AI.[. I'Ieraed lt[t. GRitE&{E by
Dalryuple in 1812 after his uother.

.!{amed by O.E. Dalryuple after Robert l{yhdharn Herbert,
Colonial Secretary ard fi-rst Freaett of Queensland.

ItuEed by G.U. Richards in 186J.

tlaned by Dalryrnple in 1863 either a-f,ter Jockr s Lodge
a hao3-et outside Edi-nburgh, or Jock, a bu1lock driver
uith hln.

Naned by Scott Brothers ard Dal.rymple after t"lrs. Lucy
Scott, tuother of lrthrrr .fervoise Scott.

I{aaed by P.P. King, }819,

Near the Valley of lagoons. i{araed by Leichardt in
18/*5 after Dr. John Dwmore tang, a distinguished
Sydney ClergSnaan.

Elous into the Brrdekln, so named by teichardt because
of the 1-arge nor:rd.s of trvhite antsrr that uere features
of the landscape.

Nened by Dalryraple in 185/, after Lieut. Marlou of
the Hative l,[rerrnted Police. l{ou Meunga River.

Descriptive, named by Dalrynple i.n l-853.

I{aned in 17/O by Cook after Charles Walson l{entuorth.
Second l,larquis of Rdckingham 17f,0-1732. Rockinghen
Bqy Range takes its name from Rockingham Bqy.

iianed by Dalrpaple in 185J because he sau the Pacific
Ocean froa its sr-rnmit.

Naned by Dalryraple in LB6t*, later Herbertvale.

Descrlptive, naaed by Lelchardt i_n 3:1l+5.

Descriptlve, naaed by Oalrynple in 1864

t'



L&trrt ..r J v^r v^

---- ISi,Aliii

ICNES fsland

BARR/I' C,A,STIE Hill

l,lor:nt BOITEN

l.{ount BURNETT

l{ount DIAMAI{TIM

EIIA Islard

GEORGE Poi.nt

OODDAFO Range

GAIUIIDAI{ Creek

HAICOCK Island

IiECATE Point

HILIOCK POIM

Mount HINCHINBROOK

HINCIIINBR0OK Islard

ITINCHINBMK Channel

LEIIFE Peak

MANGROUE Islet

MISSIONARY BAY

PALUMA Creek

NA},,SEY BAI

Cape RICH,AIIJIS

Motart STRATOCK

ZOE Bay

t'laraed by Connnauder George S. iiares, il.i'1., 1866.

On Hlnchinbrook Island. ilemed. by Comd. ilares 1866. ;

Narned after the first Gqvernor of Queensland, Sir i
George F'erguson Boven, by G.ll. Richards, l-85J.

Naned 1863 by O.H. Richards of the Hecate after
Coruaodore Burnett of the Pioneer.

l{aned by Nares, L866, after lady Diamantina Ilouen,
uife of the Governor of Queensland.

Naned by Nares of the H.M.S. Salaraander.

I{aned by Nares, 1866, presumably after the four
Georges - lior.len, Burnett, Richards and Nares.

Named by Nares, 3-866, presurnably after a
prominent resident in Sydney.

Aboriginal meaning Lightning, narned after II.M.Q.S
Ga5nrrxlah. It is recorded that the GaSnrndah tlas
the first ship of the colonial navies to use
uireless telegraphy.

In Hinchinbrook Charurel, named in 1863 by
G.H. Richards.

Naned 1863 by Capt. G.H. Richards after H.l'l.S.
Hecate.

Descriptive - nemed by Captain Cook, L77O.

lianed by Captain P.P. King in 1819 following
Cookr s namenclature. Hinchitrbrook uas the EarI
of Sandwichr s estate.

Iiarned by Blacla.rood j-n l.8l.3.

Previously Rockingham Channel, named by Blackwood
of the H.1,1.S. F1y in LBI*3.

Ilaned after Roger Beclo.tith Leafe, first Police
Magistrate in Cardr.reLl-.

Descriptive, named by G.H. RicharCa in 1863.

Rev. F\ll-1er attempted to estabLish a l.lission
there in 1874. 

,

I{amed by Nares in 1855.

llarned by G.H. Richards, 1863, after Bduard Pitt,
Private Secretary to Governor Ilowen.

Aboriginal meaning, Thunder, named after
H.M.Q.S. Paluma.

I,laned after a resident of Sydney by l{ares, 1866.

Named 1866 by Idares after G.tl. Richards, hydro
grapher of the Navy. 

'

NameC by Nares in 1866. !

Also named by l{ares in 1866. Many of names given
by Nares uere in honour of ladies, presumably
as the Governorls lady was honoured, so r,lere
the ladies of the SaLamancler.
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Inside the throt'bing skin oi the l'iosquito live a host of eurious mechaliisns,

all vlth their oun uses. To run the engine there requlres the eye of an

eagle unj.ted uith the suppleness of a contortionist. The manbest off for

air and coolness is the man in the corning touer, vho lqbours, hor.rever, under

the disadvantage of belng an excellent mark for the enemyrs quickfirers.

In addition, the l{osquito uould have to wait until nightfall, dodge the

search-1ight, stean ful1 speed ahead, droP a torpedo at the ertreue range,

(OO yards, fol1ou it up uith another at close quarters, then, if *r e had

not already treen blosn into the atr, starul by rrntil the torpedoes took effect,

vhich they do quicker than any drug i-n the British pharnacopoeia. If she

used her star torpedo, she r.lould require to run alongside and probably go

r.p r.rith the victin. /rf1oat, as r,rel-I as ashore, a Mosquitols }ife is not a

h"ppy one anyrhere in the vicinity of a r.lide--ar.rake foe.

trThe t[idge is nerely a picket boat. She can carry three r,lordenf elts but she

dould only use them, for emaple, in eoveri.ng a boat attack on a land

position. If she uent anplhere near an enemy in the daytine, the shipr s

mrksuen uorrld anuse thenselves picking off the creu. 5he r.rould have a far

rrnhappier tine than the Mosquito, inasmuch as the latter does cerry an

effective sting.

lfThe Otter is fitted out as a llaval Auxiliary. She ean be armed, but r,rould

only be used as a transport.

Tlree cheers for the boys i:r Blue.rl
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Scattered along the coast off Forrest Beach, thers Lre a nunber of surall and

picturesque islands. Shimnerlng ln a swnmer haze on a sunLit see, these

lslands appear like a fLotilla of phantom ships patrolling our shores. It is

not difflcult to understand uhy our early chartographers sau in some of the

lslards the resemblance .to ships. The naroes of these islands nou perpetuate

the nane of nany a gallent ship r.rhlch eaw se:rrice in years gone by along our

far-flung shores.

this year, vhen the landing Craft Tabk arrives at Forrest Beach to land its

cargo of Centurion Tanks and storee, lt uiII have a friendly escort from our

Phanton Navy r.rhose Order of Battle i-ncludes:

H.M.S.. tr.AM0ME (tr'antore Island)

II.M.S. Fantome lras a 12 grxr, lrth class sloop. She rlas engaged in hydrographic
strrvey of Australian uaters up to the First lJorld War. She took part in the
l'lar and, afteruards continued her sr.rvey lrork, including a suryey of the
uestern approaches to Torres Strait, until J.!2l*.

.H.U.S. PEIORUS (Pelorus - or North Paln - Islani)

Pelorus Illand ls naned after an early uership. II.M.S. Pelonrs !,as a 21 gun
lcreu ship and sau senrice Ln Ner.r Zealand and Australian trIaters (F. Rhcdes;
Queenslard Coast Nanes)

n.M.S. EIDCTRA (Electra Head, Palm lsland)

Electra Head perpetuates the name of a 14. gun, 3rd class sloop of the early
185Or s (F. Rhodes: Queensland Coast Narnes)

8.1,1.5. ACHER0N (Acheron Is1and)

H.M.S. Acheron vas a 5 gun paddle sloop designed by Spuonds and l-aunched at
Sheerness in 1838. She r.ras the first surveying vessel in Ar:stral-ien r.raters
to be fitted uith auxili-ary por.rer. Her stearn engines which could develop
I?O horse-pouer, uere a val-uable aid irl surveying the r.rest coast of South
Island of l{ew Zealand. Acheron under the comnand of Capt. John tort Stoles,
r.ras engaged in the survey of l'{ev Zealand waters fron 184,2 to 1850. In I85I
Stokes conducted a rrrrning sunrey of the liew South i,Iales coastline, inch:ding
aa i-uportant survey of the Port of Neweastle.

H.U.S. CALLIOPE (Cal1iope Charnel of palm Island)

Calliope Channel r,las named after the 26 gr:n sailing frigate Calliope. She
uas associated r.rith the defence Eeasures at Sydney taken in 1850 agai-nst the
Russians r.rho never caue (F. Rhodes; Queenslar,i coo"t Names). it r.rIs on this
ship that Sir Charles Fitzroy, Governor of riew South Wales, travelled when hevisited the Gladstone Colony- in lB5/*.

H.M.s. IRIS (Iris point, Orpheus Island)

rrls Point perpetuates the name of H.1.1.s. rris, a 25 gwr sailing frigate.
ll.ltl.S. CORDLLIA (Cordella Rocks, off llollingstone)

Ii.t:rr*"--H:M.S. Cordelia, 11 guns, under Capt. Veron uas despatched by theneu liouth Uales Goverrunent to search for survivors of the ,,rrec-k of the
I}!uI" in Torres Strait. During thls trip she visited Port Denison (Royal
Yuegnsfqnf, Hietorical Society, Buitetin ilo. 9)

{r
?t

i

t

i-
l.,)
i ly:.\
i ti
| ' tl'1
r ' ...1

| ,ii rr
, t'

i r"

t.



H.U.S. FLI (F1y Island)

II.g.S. FIy uas an Id gwr cowette of /*85 tons.burden, launched at Pembroke

in 18JI. Under the eomnand of Capt. Blackr.rood, the fly L,as one of the ships
engaged in the survey of the Barrier Reef, Tores Strait and Ncu Guinea from
LstA 6 L8L5.

S.S. ECLIPSE (nctipse Is1and)

Probably na.med after the brlg Eclipse uhich r.ras vrecked on the Rlchruond River,
in 1854. Houwer, there Has a sehooner of the sane name seized by convicts
at Ner.lcastle in 1825 and never seen again.

H.M.S. BR.AIAI,E (Brarnble Reef - Branble Rock, off Paln Islard)

H.l{.S. Bramble uas e 10 gun cutter launched at Plymouth in 1822, length 71 ft.
bean 2l+ ft. draught 10 ft., burden 16I tons. Under Lieut. Charles YuLe she
accoopanied the Fly in hcr surveys of 18/+2-5. Then, aftr:r thc F1y rcturned
to England in 18/+5, she continued in the survey of I'lew Guinea until 1850. The
Bramble r.ras associated with the unsuccessful measures taken to ensure the
safety of the Kennedy Expedition in 1848. In 1855, the Bramble was sold out
of service in Sydney and her name given to the 120 ton schooner larlnched in
Sydney in that year. Yuler s Bramble acted as a light vessef off Sor.rs and Pigs
until replaced by a specially built vessel, also called the tsramble in I87.

It.M.S. RATTTESNAIG (Rattlesnake Island)

H.M.S. Rattlesnake under Capt. O.ren Stanley !,ras engaged in strnreys of Australia
and Ner.l Guinea uaters from l8/,7 to 1850. Stanleyrs surveys i.n the Rattlesnake
included I\rofold Bqy, Botany Bay, the entrances to Port Jackson and Moreton
Bay arri the north-east coastline of Australia from Rockingham Bay to Jarvis
Island. In Papr:a, r.lith the assi-stance of the Braroble, he eompleted a running
survey fror Cape Possession along the southern coast to the touisiades. The
Rattlesnake !,as one of the o1d class of ships calLed rrdonkey-frigatcsrr - small
28 gun vessels - built frigate fashion and in size betneen thc frigate proper
and the corvette or sloop. She uas buil-t in 1822 at Chathan. Her sailing
qualities were exeellent but, in 1847 she uas old and faulty. IIer length uas
114 ft. bean 32 1'1,. and draught 11 ft. 1O ins. At this period, she carried
only tuo guns.

H.1,1.S. HAVAl,lllAII (Havannah Island)

Havannah Islarxl got its name from H.M.S. Havannah r.rhich Capt. Frarcis llixon
brought out froro Lngland in 18/*8. (F. Rhodes, Queensland Coast ltamcs).

H.l'l.S. DIm (Oiao Islarxt)

H.M.S. Dido, 8 gmsr Capt. !I.C. Chapman, arrived at Sydney in 1872 as part of
.ttre Australian sqr:adron engaged in the suppression of kidnapping in the South
Seas (Ilrisbane Courier, 2?th November, L87r.

II.M.S. CHALLEICER (Challenger ilay, palm Island)

H.M,5. Challenger uas a 2rT6 ton uooden eorvette. Under Capt. i'lares she made
a lorld cruise in the interests of science betueen the years 1872 and L876.
Puftng the course of this voyage, she enterecl into the vaters of the Barrier
tteef at Ralne Island (18?/,) and then proceeded northuard.

Il.t{.s. I{ERaLD (flerald Istand)

|.M:S. llerald uas originally H.1,1.S. Termagant, a 26 gun frigate of 500 tons
ourden built in 1823 at Cochin. She r.ras first associated r.rith Australia as

I:Y:S. Hera1d under the comnand of Capt. Joseph Nias r,rho corraissioned her in
Iury.. In this connection, she ,as not"d chieily for eornreying l{illian Hobson
r'o l{e1{ Zealand to proclaim British rul-e there. In June, 1840, the Herald uas

lln! to the Chain Station. From 1845 to 1851; the Heraid uas under the corunand

;l Ylpt. H. Kellett r.rho made important tlydrographical irnrestigations in theraeific. fn February, L852, Capt. ttenry Uan[fes Denham *.las afpointed to thc
l?5"4 of H.1,1.S. norara irr." ai"igned as an I gun sr:neying "ioop. During the
-^'uf )cars he was in Australian r.ra+,ers, Denharn performed extremely va-Luabler'ork, completing surveys covr-lring 200 sheets of charts, plans and drawings.
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H.M.S. lmilALD (C0ri1.)

These surveys carried out in the Herald lnclude Port Dalrymple, Lord Hor.re

ls1and and iiorfolk Islarrl, as r.le1l- as parts of the Fi;ian lslands. Drring
the loars 1859, 1860 and I85I, Denham detineated the outer limlts of the
Barrler Reef and the recf anchorages ln the Arrstralian Coral'Sca.

E.M.S. EIN (EIk Cliff, Palm Ieland)

EIk Cliff on PaLm Islen:l perpetrrates the narue of H.M.S. EIk, a 12 gun sailing
brig.

II.M.O.S. PALtl,tA (ealuraa Rock and Paltrma Shoals)

Pa}:rna Rock anl Pa}:ua Shoals uere named after H.M.Q.S. Pa}ma. Ttre gunboat
Paluma uas built iu Englad for the Queensland C,overnraent and launched in 188/..
In 1885 hoqever, she r.ras lent to the llydrographical Office and, fron then
unt11 L895, she r.ras erployed r.rithin the Great Barrier Reef. Frora l-895 to 1916,
ghe le's used for naval training purposes. She vas thcn acquired by the l{elbotrrne
Harbour Trlst arui, from then until her destruction in L9ln9t she uas used for
pile driving, touing, blasting and as a pilot boat, The Paluna lras a 2 gun,
tuin screu gunboat of 3& tons and /*O0 h.p.

Il.li[.S. ESK (gst tstana)

H.M.S. Esk uas one of a fleet of ships, under the cosuand of Liet. luleade, r.rhich
vas charged uith the protection of lives end property of British sulrjects in
the South Seas in the 186or s.

Itr.M.S. PANERA (Parriora Reef, off PaIm Island)

The 2{, grm frigate Pa:rd.ora, urder Capt. Eduard,s, uas sent to bring back to
Englard the urrtineers uho seized the Bor:nty. It uas wrecked ln 1?91 on the
reef uhich nou bears its naue uhen attempting to pass through the Barrier
Reef . This reef hc:rt svsrr. Ls not the Pandora Ree.f r.rhieh lies off PaLo Island.
It seems likely that the Pandora Reef off Palm Island was named after II.I,[.S.
Pandora, a sa11i.ng brig of about /+0O tons burden. This ship, under the conrnand
d Capt. Bryon Drury, r.ras sent to assist &nd succeed the Acheron in the survey
of [,leu Zea]and r.raters. Sbe carried on from 1850 to 1856,

S.S. BRISK (Brist Island)

Records disclose that ttre Brisk r.,as a whaler which reached the .AuckLahd Islands
ln I85O to carry out r.rhaling activities there.

II.M.S. CURACAO (Curacao Island)

H.I'I.S. Curacao like the 'Esk, r.ras one of the ships under Lieut. I'Ieade charged
ttith the protection of the lives and property of British subjects in the South
Seas in the lB6Or o.

II.M.S. HAZJrRD (Hazard Bay, Orpheus Island)

II.M.S. Hazard !,a6 a r.rarship r,rhich uas in Chinese r.laters in I8f9 at Norfolk
Island in 1843 and ller.r Zealand in 18/,5.

H.M.S. FAlit{ (Faun Head,, Pal-ur Island)

records disclose that, in 1862, H.[l.s. Far.r'o made a cruise on the wcstern
Pacific, starting frou and returning to Sydney.

s.s. F'A-LCoN (Falcon Is1ard)

The Falcon uas an.tmericau llhaler r.rhich uas urecked in Fiji in 1836.

ll.M.s. FrotBER (Ploneer Bay, Orpheus rsland)

^There vere at least three ships bearing the name Pioneer uhlch lrave aeonnection uith Australia. TtrL first ,Is " 148 ton brlg uhich was r.rrecLed
on Cockburn Reef, Torres Strait, on 22nd May, 1851. The second, II.M.S. PionccrpLied up and doun the Queenslanrl Coast in tire 1860t s. The Pioneer Itiver uas
named after this ship by Commodore Burnett urho visited the Queensland eoast S 3
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H.M.S, grliIEE8 (CoXT.)

in the H.M.S. Pioneer in 1852. This ship uas ureehed ncar Sr.reert s Island ln
Januaryl 1870. The third was li.l'l.4.S. Fioncer, a sma1l cruiser uhich took
part in naval operations duriug the first Slorld !Jar. F. Rhodes says that
pioneer Bay uas naned after the llarship on uhich Sir George Bouen, Queenslandts
first Governor made a voyage of irrvestigation as far as Booby Is1and. This
ua6 presunably, the second of the ships mentioned abotre.

H.M.S. I,IIRIJIDA (Miranda Polnt, Palm Islard)

The II.M.S. Miranda sar.r service in the Pacifi-a in l-88/+'

S.S. BURDEIOI{ (Burdekin iock, south of Palm Island)

Burdekin Rock got its nane from the steam ship which pluggcd it. (F. Rhodes,
Queensland Coast l{ames). This ship, r.ririch uas possibly narned after the
Eurrfekin ltiver, uas naroed on 22nd l"larch 18/-5 by the explorer Lttduig
Leichardt after l"lrs. Mary Burdekin of Sydney, uho had given financial
assistance to his e:rpedition.

S.-S. IALI EIiIOTL (Laay EU-iott Reef, off Forrest Beach)

Lady Elliott Reef vas named after thc rlhaler, Lady EIIiott uhj-ch uas urecked
ln 1815. It r.ras named by Capt. P.P. King on 28th May, 1819.

H.I,i.S. BRITOMART (Britonart Peef, north of Paln Islard)

Il.l!.S. Britomart, 10 gur brig, Capt. Ouen Stanley, r,,as one of the ships sent
to re-armex Port Essington in 1838, r.rhen it uas feared that the Freneh intended
to take possession of it. For tuo years, thc Britogart attended the garrison
at Port Essington. In 18/rO, she uas sent t,o annex parts of the coast cf llew
Zealand to prevent the French establishing a setti-ernent. In 18{0, Stanley
assisted il the founding of Auekland and surveyed l,laitemeta Harbour. The
Britoroart returned. to Australia, thcn uent to Burma and uas eventually sold
out of servlce.
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The Prograrrne planned for the Ingham Anny uni.t this year provides for lt to

continue to plqy its part in the preparation of the coming Dlstrict

Centenary Celebrations.

The Unitt s contributlon ulll be the eontlnuing of retraclng the traek routes

uhich served the area in eari-y days of settlement.

Already, over recent years, the unit has progres3ively opened up ntany of the

old tracks with t.l.e obser:vance ln 196/- in vier^r. This year uill mark the

retracing of the origind- route of George Elphinstone Dalrympl-e ln the opening

of access in 1864' betveen Cardr.rell ard the Val-J.ey of Lagoons Station.

leter this year, ae part of the Unitr s contribution to the actual Centenary

Celebrations - a re-enactnent of portion of the first journey through the

district rilill take plaee. The Unit plans to retrace the route folloued by

Dalrymple from Oak Hills across the Ilerbert River into the present Abergor.rie

afea on his return to Cardr.rell from the Va1ley of Lagoons. On its return

the party opened a road as it vent. The group !ra.s augmented by bulLock drays

oa the return trip and cattle uere drlven ahead to provide food for the

Carduell Sett1ers.

A proposal has been nade that, during the 1964 re-eaactaent, a nemorial plaque,

contnenorating the first entry to the dlstrlct, viLL be unveiled at Abergourie.,

This spot has been chosen so that the plaque rri}-l be readily seen by a large

nrEber of people and thus ser:ve aB a pernanent renj.nder of the efforts shich

pavd the uay for the opening of the district for settlement.
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Garraualt Creek flous through in the Mount Fox general area. It heads in the

Seavieu Range to the south-east of Boulder l"lountain, vithin close proximity

to the headuaters of the mighty Burdekin. It flous to the liorth and, alter

meanderirg through open savannah, oak forests and Jungle Ecrubs, joins the.

Herbert River not far upstreau frora Abergor.rrie.

The GarauaLt Fhl1s National Park has been recently declared to cover a

scenic area there the Garrawalt Creek flovs over the range escarpment.

Although not as spectacular and aue-inspiring as the nearby lJal1aman Falls,

the Garrawalt Fatls have a vertical drop of 4OO feet folloued by a series

of cascades into ttre Gorge.

}.UNINC ICTNTITT

The Garraualt Creek area uas the scene of much tin-nining aetivity in the

past. l,lany of the ereeks and guJ-lies have been for:nd to contain traces of

.alluvial tin. Records disclose that Dingo Creek, a tributary of the Garravalt

uas uorked extensively for tin in the 1899t " ard at one period upuards of

2OO nen r.lere said to have r.rorked the Garrar.lalt fields. Good tin uas

reported to have bsen obtained also from Barryl s Gu1ly. The area is generally

alhwial. A small but rorkable tin-lode uas discovered by 1,1r. O1sson in 1938.

OId races ard tailing heaps are practically aIL that remain to indicate past

roining activity. Very little nining is canied out in the area at present,

although recently, several dredging leases have been granted.

Some tj-ne ago, the Malayan Tin Dredging Conpany carried out extensive tests

on the Black Adder Flatsr.but failed to find sufficient prospects to carry

out dredging operations.
SEI1IIEW STATION.

The rennants of the ol-d Seavieu Station are located on the .banks of Garawalt

creek. Seavieu station uas founded touards the latter part of the past

century! rt uas nanagecl by a l,[r. Dick Lee, uho pioneered the area rurtil
tick plagues and drought forced hin to abandon tlie station in 1903, leaving

behind tno lonely graves, that of his tr.ro chirdren, as a mute testinony of

the hardships and privatlons of that era. l4t. Lee, a uourtain feature over-

Iooking the tlallaruan, Garrar,ralt and Stone River areas, eommemorates the name

of this har{y 
.pioneer.

TREE CLIIAINC KAIEAIIOOS ',

This area abounded in uild gane, and it is understood to have been the

haunt of aboriginals in the past. Durirg fhe ):882/3 period, a liorvsgian
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antropologist named Carf Lurnholtz camied out a detailed stury of aboriginal

tribes il thls Br€Bo lle based his operations on the nearby Herbert VaIe

.rtation and frsa there, lt is recorded, he carried out many expeditions into

the nearby scrubs ard forests. It ls allost certain that he uould have

crossed the Garraualt Creek area in carrying out his research.

In the adjoinilg scrub areas that Carl Lunholtz located the tree-climbing

kangaroo. Prior to this, it hed only been seen in l{eu Guinea. The species

couBemorates his discovery in its name rlDendrolagus Lumholtzii.r

STOI'IE AGE NATWES.

The natlves sho inhabited this area belonged to the l.Iarunga tribe. They were

a people savage and treacherousi by all other standards - a people r.rith so little

regard for huroan life that no thought uas attached to the killing of a nan.

They r.lere perfect specioens of Stone Age Men - a people uhose huts r.rere nade

of leaves, the framer.lorks of r.rhich waa a f eu branches stuck in the grorurd and

covered uith paln fronds or long grass. They roamed completely naked in both

sunmer arrl uinter, and thejr only adornnents vere the corroborree markirgs.

They u ere not a peaeeful race ard there are suggestions that the relationships

with early settlers uere hostile. A feu scattered drar.rings on some secluded

rock faces are practically all that remain to shor.r the habits, marurers and

interests of ttris nor.r forgotton raee.

Not far from

road passed.

OLD IJACON ROAD.

Gararralt, the old Val1ey of lagoons-Carduell bullock lragon

r.,as over this track that the early settlers first entered

the Herbert River VaILey. Scoured out cuttings up the range, a disused 1og

bridge at Flagstone, ard a trail of nagon ruts tJrrough the oak forest stil1
nark the path of the wagon trail.

TIMBNR ACTIVITIXS

The area surourding the Garrar.lalt still abounds r^rith timber stands. A ner.r

Forestry ltoad uhich will eventually tap this area has becrr pustrcd over the

Range escarpment through Lannercost. It has been literal1y carrred out of. the

noutain-side. The road lras reached Henrietta Creek and, already the ttbig

Scrubrr has comenoed its tiraber ueal-th. Soon this area will yield up to ten

nillion super feet of tinber per annu$, as tinber getters from the Mount Spec

and l"lount Fox area begin tor.ork the scrubs. lrith the deeline of tirnber

resources in the Mount Spec ard Mor:nt Fox areas, the Big Scrub vill be the

maln sor:rce of timber for Townsville and Ingham.
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It is rnderstood that, by mid-195/., the neu lannsost Forestry Road ui1l

connect vith the eristing netr.rork of l.{ount Fox Roads. This uil} ccrnplete a

nerr circuit through l,he Mcunt Fox area and prorride the hinterland uith an

alternate access route. As the road is pushed through the rain forests, ner.t

scenic attractions are being.opened up. The road passes in close proxinity to

the ltenrietta Creek Falls, Soon it should be possible to provide access to

Ti-nkle Creek ard l,{essmate Creek Falls. As the roadE wind along the escarpnent,

nountail lookouts, each with a panorama nore nagni-ficient than the 1ast,

become evident.

For the present houever, the Garrar.ra.lt reraains as remote as ever, still

sleepilg in tranquillity, quieter if anything tban in days of yore. The

natives have gone ts their happy hunting lands of rrDrean Timerr, the miners

have packed their sluice boxes and barrovs arxl moved to richer fields atrd

the scrub and forest have recl-ained the faint traces of civilization. 'fhe land

still remins mrch the sa$e as uhen llenry Stone first sar., it in 1861, just

a hundred years ago' 
xrIE sr,eri{i r'EEs

The liorttr Queens!,and ,.**ar", "" **"n ,-*. ,* Jungles of i'iev Gr.rinea, are dense,

mysterious and aue-inspiring, and houe of valuable cabinet tinbers, exoti-c

creepers, palms, feras and shy uild creatures, but it has its painful traps

for the urwary, not the least of shich is the Stinging Tree.

Of the aany strange pJ-ants that grou in the tropi.cal scrubs, the stinging

tree uor:-Ld perhaps bc the nost r.lidely knova. There are three or four scrub

or trees able to inflict stings of varyi-ng painfulness, but the one nou dealt

uith, the Gyurpie Bush is txrdoubtedly the mst severe.

It has no coumoa nane to distinguist it froa the others. To btrshoen, it is

merely a stinging tree, natives cel1 it Gyryi-c Olmpie, though to the botanist

it is Laporita Gigas.

A3-though in North Queensland it gror.rs to a height'of ten to fifteen feet, some

specimens irt southern rain forrd,s are knor.ln to have reachcd a height of

tr.renty five feet. It is readily identified by its huge dinner-plate leaves

up to f,ifteen inches across. These 3-eaves, deeply veined arA uith serated

edges, have a du3-l- appearance. The leaves aid young stems are hairy uith
transparent, stinglng spines and contact uith thea is as painful as a scald

trith boiling uater. Ttre invisible stlng barb uhich is embedded in the skin
rof the victim is a tinlr funnel filLetl r.rith venon, so that for nnny days after ,
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the first agony has abated, if the injured part ls dlpped lnto uatcr, more

poison uj-I1 be forced through the sma]l ends of the fr:nnels into the flesh

causing the pain to be restarted for ueeks after the firet contact,

The flouers are insignificant, but. later give uay to large bunches of red,

irregularly-shaped berries about the size of peas, Curiously enough, uhen

ripe these berries are edible, but gathering them for eating ls certainly not

recoumended.

The stinging tree has no effect uhatever on i-nsects and reptiles and apparently

none on pigs and lltt1e on cattle. Cattle vill, in fact, cat the lcovoo.

Cattle houwer are not coupletely imrnme and are troubled by the leaves

irritating the hoofs betueen the toes.

The effect it has on horses ean be fatal, as a horse badly stung is very

Iikely to becorne crazed uith pai;a and destroy itself. A11 that can be done to

-save the horse is to tie it up with a strong haLter and keep it on its feet.

The effect the stingilg tree has on huoans is a subject of uruch debate

and narly 6rmrg assurattc€so:

In almost every gathering uhere the stlnging tree is discussed there uill be

some fellous arxious to tell that they are i:nnune frou the thing. Constant

stinging gives a certain anount of irrnunity.

A person nay be stung nany tises and suffer no more than a fer^r hours of

disconfort, but the time will come uhen a leaf ui1I lightly brush the arn

uith a feeling like nild electric shock and a truly agonising pain uill start.

Soon aftentards the glo:rds under the arn and in the neck r.rill s'.':l-L'to the

size of pigeont I eggs, the area stung rrilI develop hard r.rhite lurops, and

there ui)*l be a tightness ln the chest and the throat, uith difficulty in

*aI1ouing. One can be sure ttrat there r.riIl be no sleep that night & roaybe

the nert night too. ':

Even four or six ncnths later a stinging, itching sensation nay b e felt
uhenever cold r.rater corues in contact uith the area stung.

There have been sone recorded deaths in l{orth Queensland froo Gprpie stings,

in fact, its record in the scrubs is r.rorsc than the universally feared blaek

snake.

One of the rnost pathetlo cases on record uas that of a young nurse on the

Atherton thblelands. l,lhile ansuering the eaIl of nature in the jungle, she

unfortwrately r:sed a leaf of the Gympic Bush. After two days of agonising

Pain, death brought relief.
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Antidobes for the stint are many, ranginc frm the root of the stinging tree

itself, grJaranteed to cause the most eynical to ma:nrel at the vorders of

nature - to methylated spirits.

Sorne hardy has recommended that the metho be set-a-fire after lt has been.

+plied. Perhaps it is thgught that the pairr of the one may cartcel the other.

An aruusing anecdote comes from the EVelyn Tableland. A travellcr called

at thc home of an English country-family newly arrived in Australia. He had

scarcely reached the front verandah r.rhen thc eldest son, a Lad of about sixteen

years, rushed in fron the scrub nearby, proclaiming his agony to the heavens.

He had cone into contact r,rith the stinging-tree and his legs had taken the

brunt of the shock. His nother promptly applied metho. and , before t, he

startled eyes of the traveller, put a natch to the satr:rated hairs of a pai-r

of extremely haiiy Iegs. The lad erupted in fIane, profanity and speed in a

Eoment and the traveller last sar.r him taki-ng fallen logs in his stride as

he made for safer places, luridly expressing his vieus on rtfool home cures.tl

Other renedi.es bave been tried, inc}:ding lacquer to set dry and lit out the

hairs, brt are not effective. Chemists have been baffled and their remedies

fourd Dore or less useless.

The ruost popular remed;r, at least the one r.rhich is the least harmless is the

juice of the conjivoi 1iIy uhich strangely enough usually grolls around the

foot of tire Cyuplc Bush. Although this is the simplest cure, a r.rord of

uarning should be added. The large a-uounts of juice contained in the leaf

stems are harmless to the average skin, but the sap of the root is a porerful

irritant, and will cause painful inflammation and raj-sc blisters on all but

ths toughest. .

O,ne does not need actually to touch the stinging tree to experience the

por.rerfttl properties of this shocking plant.

When clearing undergror.lth r.rhere the plant is abrrndant, much of lhe vg.y fine

hair (actual agent of the sting) uhich covers the leaves and stems is shaken

Ioose- and becomes airborne like dust,. Tbese fine halrs wilL enter the eyes

brlnging on a duIl achc and causing them to run, and r.rill bc d rar.rn into the

nose causi-ng sneezing, which ui-11 sonetimes be so severe as to resutt in
bleeding, and uill stick to the skin to cause itching and general disconfort.

There ate no good polnts about tre stinging tree.

Ls the stinging tree grous only uhere it can obtain bright light, beside tracks

or near falren trees, bushmen knor.l uherc to expect it and r.ri1l al=cst 6t
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unconsciously avoid it, so that, if thcy are stung, they are eo phi-losophic

as to reallse thst lt uas onJ-y becausc'of their oun ca.rlessness, they rnere).y

apply theLr pet antidote ord forget about it as soon as the pain uiII al-lou

then.

That is, of cotrse, poor confort to the soldier suffering agonies fron his

first contaet rith this dreadful plant of the tropical rain forests.
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THl, t(illitll'l4.

For scenic grandeur and beauty there is probably no place ln Australia to

Burpass the lovely Klrrina couttry, for lt le here ttrat the nountain ranparts

have been torn as und.er to prwlde the spectacular Herbert River Gorge.

lbe Herbert oae of the great rlvers of Queensland, heads in the Tableland,

and prlor to reechlng the coastal range takes the uaters of the lllld Biver

near Berberton together wlth the }.tillst;;ar and other large creeks along lts

uatershed. On its course dor.rn the Tange ard situated about tuelve miles fron

Casbnere are the Herbert Biver Fa1le. The river then plunges into a

treuendow gorge slth eheer sldes rlslng a thousand feet above the river.

A fen miles doca Blencoe Creek it jotns it after trrnbling 6@ feet from the

rim of the gorge.

Here lies a tremerrclous source of untapped hydro-electrlc pou€rr Considerable

lnterest has been recently created ln thls area and Bunrey teans of the

Departuent of the Co{rdlnator General of Publlc Horks have been traverslng

the rpper reaehes of the river takirrg letrels and cross-sectioning likeJ.y dan-

sltes. lbese investigations have confirme<i the tlydro-el-ectric potentiallty'

of tie tt""U""t, and a prmlslng dan site has been found.

There are a fetr pLaees in Austral!-a r.lhere nature has been Dore generous uith

her naterfetrs than ln thi-s region. Ilere, uhere eountless streams tnable into

the Herbert River Gorge to join the rlver be1orl, glean Eany a sllvery uaterfall.

The Herbert Rl-ver and its tributarles harve been rictrly edoued uith vaterfalls,

frm the longest to the uidest ln the cotrntry. l{any, are sti.ll un-naned. !{any

.of the fal1s of course, are relatively soall aod becooe laeignificant rdren the

Eeaaon ls dry, but nuoerous falle are of considerable nagnitr.rte and narryr retaln

a Etrong flon thnoughout the leEro l,fter tropical rains, pa.rticularly during

the uet Beason, naay of the sleeping streaas along the sido of the gorge leap

lnto Ilfe, ad becoue roar!-ng cateracts. Aaotrgst the best knor.m of these

uaterfal}s ares

BLEXCOE CREDK FALLS: Ihe Blencoe Creek rises trigh on the Cardnell Range, and

flous nslnly through open forest vi.th ta.IL grasees betrreen ilre trees. Ia the

uet seaEon, aa astoatshing variety of plants and shrubs deck the hillsldes uith
a profusion of floners. Uild hlblgcrrs llfts lts red and shite bloons anongst

the rocke, loag golden spikes of pea flouers riae auongst the grass ard a

nultltude of saaLl plants fLaunt pl*r blue and trhite blossoms over the grourrd.

There are Danv lovely rapids and short faIls along the ereek,
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Deep rock pools, uith saruiy beaches, lrvi-te the pesser-by for a srim on a

uarn day. Orchlds abor:nd ln the trees along the banks and rocllv c1lff faces.

Cliulng lte Eeanderlng through the forrest, Blencoe Creek takes a

epectacrrlar leqp wer the rugged nountain elde to joln the Herbert R:Lver.

lrntlI receatly, f,eu people other than tiober gettere. and stocknen had seen

the Blencoe FaIIs or the treaendors gorge of the Herbert Rlver, for they lie

ia rough and trackress cormtry. In the process of making Eurneys on behalf

of the Departaent of the Co-Ordinator General of Rrbllc l,lorks, survey teams

have drlven a road, accessable to vehicles uith four uheel d.rives, into vcry

rough country. T'he road reaches to uithln haaf a nile of the fa1Is, ulth

tracks nade rlght to the very edge of the gorge.

CASI{MEflE FAIJS: Sltuated in the llerbert River, about eighty railes fron the

aouth, the Cashoere Falls have a drop of 4OO fiet, uith the nain f"Ils ertending

strai-ght tor 235 -feet. Another serles of fal.ls on the !{erbert River, about

ten uiles south of Cashneru, *" a drop of, XO feet strcer a:rd then contirrous

rapi-ds for approrinately fifteen oiles. Ibou the top of ttre fa11s, the drop

i.s ?OO feet in five ul1es and lrm0 feet in flfteen uiles.

IAI,IANIE X'ALLS: Xananle Creek contains. several fe]ls ranging fron curtaln-like

uaterfalls la the raln foreet to a perpendi-cular drop of 3OO feet, over a rock

sall trrt6 a roeky Borger

SEOl{t.I CnEEf FALTS: The tar}rst of Queens}ardrs uaterfalls is on Stoney Greeke

a tri-butary of the llerbert River, The fells consi-st of a strai.ght drop of

t2p feet, follqred by cascades conering 2J0 feet, a total of 1r15O .feet, a

aoble conteder for the highest sheerdrop falls ln iustralla" The fal.ls are

Eore cooroonly hora as lhe l{allaman f'alls, agd are aecessible by a road of

e eventy ailes froo Inghan. I

$tOnD CffiEK FS,U,S: Iocated on a tributary of the l{erbert Biver, these falLs

coryrise a aaJor leap of about 20O feet uith a nultitude of sualler falls and

cascades.

GARAA1JALT FI{IIS: Garra$alt Creek, also a tributary of the Herbert, provides a

Crop of 4S feet in three spectacular leaps iato rock-bound. pooLs.

HERf,ES Cnm[ FAJIS: In forest courtry, also adds lts share to this sceni-c

,."*"r"*.
MIILiIIBEI\1{ FAII,S: In regard to the Herbert Rlver netuork of falls, uentlon :

should algo be oade of, the ltillstrean Falls, sltuated on en upper tributary of

the Herbert River. Although only sixty feet high, these fa1Is are probably
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. TITE IIAAI}A TORESTRY SOAD

Accees to the (lrraoa Corxrtry ls provlded by a ue}l graded forestry road uhlch

Joins ulth the rallhead at Kennedy. Breath-taking vless of the coast and

Blnchlnbrook Ieland are to be had fron tuckerta lookout, aa the road ufude.

throlgh thlck raln forest. Ovenhead, ln parts, the follage ueete across the.

&d, Srnlng a leafy bouer. ttre creet of the f,lrrim Eange !-e reached at 2r5O5

. feet abone eea 1erel.

Once over the Range, the road undulates through acrub and qren foreet flanked

by uagnlfi.cent trees. Lofty kauri pines atd statel,y r.lhlte Srllrsr robuet

cadagbl ulth thei.r cbtrqyr green tnunks and nasslve blood-uoods suothered sith

vhlte bloeem in the vet seasoa nake a falrylad of llnibs and follago aroog shlch

the sulbeaes dance, Pi-cnlc places ebouad by the roadslde uhere nuDeroua creeks

of sueet, crystal-clear uater are crossed.

Visitors to the area are quit,ely re"rerent beside three m:roorial. cains along the

' roadside. These cairns provlde trlbute to ttre uork of nen rhose efforts nade

the Forestry Soad a reqlity. Lt l\rckerts lookout, the scene trhere the road

pronldeil rcat dlfflerrltlea to the constructldr gangs, a neaori-al in the fora

of a cairn ard tablet perpetuates the nane of George !{iIliam Tucker ubo arr::veyed

tbe road.. The Bruce Beury l{eaorial ls, slnilarly a calra a'rd tablet ou the road

at a polat uhere the road overlooks the Davldson ard Mtrrray River Ian:ls. Brice

Henry gave uaselfieh eenri.ce as a Chalraan of the Carduel-l Shire Cor.urcil. l.{ore

thsn t"he rercrial cai.ra, the Kirrina Bange Red ltseIf reoains a pernaaeat

rcnunent to Percy Peaae, uho as Hialster for Lands, forur:lated the scheoe that

uade the road posslble. The uemorlal tablet to Pease uas sunk lnto the face of

the rock at tbe hlgbest point of the roadi

the shattered rreck of an aeroplane high ln the Klrrima ffange rarks tre slte of

a tartlae tragdy. Ia l[wenber t L943, Arthur Colllns of Kirrioa, i-nvestlgating

a rePort mde by an aboriginal, fouad the ureckage of a single tail rloerlcan

bombcr. It had dlsappeared tuelve nonths preniogsly. Part of the retal frane

llas noticed reflected on tbe aormtain side, but uas thought to havctbben a fuel

, tank Jettlsoaed. daerlcaa SerrLce officials reooved all bodies reewered.

Another Anerieaa p1a:re crashd on Mount Stralock o lllnchinbrook lslad.
Ia 1SO, a Croes ras erected at the e1te.

LITTLE [}IOm{ CO${tEr

To the south-eagt of f,lrrlana Raage, the Cardsell, Macdlister, Bocklaghao Bay
t

and l'It. Leach ltanges boud an area of ryland country. Cut by deep ravines and
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aheltered by rock valls, thls area remalns lltt1e knom.

Descriptlons on oaps of this area are tantalising ln thelr lack of detall. It ls

ln this aroa that the Gorrrle Creek, Elphinstone Creek and Canoe Creeks have thelr

headsaterE. The country abourds ln vaterfalls. Practlcally all are un-naned and

noot un6een. Mer\y are vaguely Bhosn on Daps as falls of lrooo feet and others

sirnpl-y as nfalJ-s.n Vague reports filterlng through at odd htenrals tell of

depoaite of tia uhich nwt remaln untouched in rough lnaecesslble coturtry bere.

l{lth the present bigh priee of tin, hor.rever, this area ls beg!-nning to drau

attention.

To the adventurorrs, thls cormtry offers a challerge. As rurcllnbed ridges and

untrod valleys reoeln nostly unocplored, uaiting to reveal - vhat secrets?

llhat hidden vealth lies aualtlng the fortunate prospector?

A l4ODERr'{ LINK

At the top of Mount Blshop in the Garduell Range complex, in August last year,

a survey team frm the Royal ArrstraLian Army Surrrey Corps tolIed to prepare a

hellcopt€r pad aad trlg station as part of the South Hest Pacific errrrrey.

l{t. Bishop ls the southern uost of tuelve radlo bases to be estab}ished thls year

by Anerlcan Sclenttster The Urdted States proJect lrrvolves beaning radio signals

to and fron atrcraft ad shlps to establlsh exact distanees and Locations. The

operation ls part of a vorld uide su:vey aiued at correcting errors in existing

Daps, and checking raalnetic varlatlons.

KIRRII,IA

BLEI'ICOE

PT.,ACE IIA}ES AND IT{EIR, I'E.ANIIES

Derived fron Keranai, the aane of the aborigines lrho
llved there.

Naaed after an early pasioralist, R.;. Blencoe uho
settled there.
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IpRBI,RT ru'{$H ulsl'tuur - rnru,r
HlSAORY.

?he first historlcal referenee to this locallty uas a report of the e:<ploration

of the nearby coastltne and Hinchinbrook lsland by Captain James Cook in }-ln0.

Cook larried at very feu places qr hls Journey, brrt apparently lnterested tn

Palm Ieland, be sent a Ema1l party ashore there. Uhen the party returned to

the ehip, they reported that they had foud nothlng but cabbage tree Pa'lns.

Cook tben naoed the lslands - rPaln Islanit.n

On 8th June, l7?O, Cook nade the follouing entry in his diary:

rrl'lade sall for the northernqmst polnt of the naln land in sight. This
Iand, on account of lts figure, I naoed Point Hilloek. It ie of

considerable helght ard uay be known by a rourul hill-ock or roek whieh
joins to the point, but appears to be detached from it.ll

It uould appear that the next journey of e:cploration of this locality uas nade by

Captain Phillip Parker King (R,N.) of I1.!,1.S. "Iiermaidn in I8I8, (forty-eight

years later.) I(ing naned ltount Hinchinbrook i-n honour of the second falnily title

of .the Earl of Sandr,tich. Although Captain Cook thought Hinchinbrook r.ras part

of the rnainland, King suspe"ta r passage betueen it and the mainland. In ll8l*3t

this passage uas erplored by Captain Blacksood of II.M.S. sFirefly.rt After '

Captain Rlcharde (R.N.) vislted the area in 1863r Cape Richards on the northern

; end of the island uae naued.
If.
: Obher places on the Island r.rere naned ln the fol-lowi-ng Eanner:
'i
i 1,1T. BOWEN: llas naned in honour of the Governor, Sir George Bouen.

rii

.t:

j Dianintina Bor.ren, uho uas a Venetian Countess.

ii - Although qcploratioa took place along the coast froa L7/O to 1861, the first
-.*a
..- nUite nen to have travelled thror.rgh the distrlct appear to have been the Scott

Brothers and party in January, 86l*. The Scott Brothers sere the ouners of the

ueIl lsror.ln Val1ey of Lagoons Station, It ia of interest to mention here that,

at that ti-ne, there uas not a building of arly description oa the site of the

present city of Tor.rnwi-11e. The purpose of ttre Scottt s vieit uas to find a

track fron Cardwell to Valley of Lagoons, access to uhich r.las then overland

fron Boven.

Tribute should be pald hcre to the great courage arrl ploneerlng spirlt of the

Scotts. These yourlg Eea, one of uhon uas an Hord graduate, settled on r.rhat ls 
t

even nou, I@ years later, a renote locallty, Ttrey had to take thelr srppliee

overlard from Bouen, ulth no roads arri only bullocks arrd horses to carry, then arrl

their sqpplles. Perhaps, the best trlbute that could be paid to then Hould be

to quote the f ollor.ring extract froo the despatch by Sir George Boren, flrst 
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.Oovernor of Queensland to the Colonial Office, Iogged on 2?th Nanenber, 1865,

nhieh reads:

rlt uilI be seen that, as ln aII other tnstances of colon1allsatlon
'anong savage races, occasional loss of life ls lnevitable anong the
flret settlers ln each neu dlgtrict of Queensland. But this very fact
lends to the efforts of our pastoral adventurero a tlnge of danger
vhich i.s, of itself, fasclnatlng to uany nlndg. As I renerled once
before, there is soaething a3-oost sublloe ln the steady, silent flor.l
of pastoral eettleaent over North Eastern Awtralia (U165.) tt

Sir George bad been reporting on the achlevenents of the Scott Brothers. The

rScott party nad.e a track fron Carduell, through Dalrymple Gap and across the

. 
Herbert to Yalley of lagoons. . 

DalrSnmple, Gorernment Sunveyor and leader of

the parby in his offlcial report, gave the follotllng descriptlon of part of

the Herbert River area:

nThe next river (vhich I hane had the honour of naming was the Herbert,
after the Colonlal Secretary) rises oB and traverses the eastern slopes
of the Table1ard ard being preclpitated ov6r the edge of the basale
in a heavy fall (uhich ue tave distinctly heard tnelve niles off) lnto
a deep gorge-Iike valley'betseen ttre granite rcuntain of ttre great

. Rockinghan spur and the igneous rocks of the nain coast range and
tableland, as these open out towards the coast - r.rinds through the
beautifil-I and rich coultry of the Vale of Herbert, to all appearances,

. runalng into Hal-ifax Bay and the south end of Rockinghe-u Channel.r

.Herbertr 
ia uhose honour the river nas namedl nas Sir R$ert Herbert, an Engllah

Barrist,er, educated at Eton and Oxford a-nd ttre fifst Preoier of Queensland,

. appoi.nted by the Gqrernor on the separation of this State fron I'lan South Hales

ln 1859.

Da1rynple further reported:

n0ur route lay about fifteen niles 61ong the base of Mt. Icach Range, the
suanPs heming us in on the left ard encunberlng the vhole of the cotmtry
on tlre ue6t eide of the range. Horlever, these gave plaee to ertensive,

i& rolling plalns ulth grasses as high as qy aaddle, but by no Deans coarset ! and the richest red-chocolate loao I have seen in Quebnslard. These plains
exterded on both sides of the River Herbert, the banks of uhich shoued

. thirty or forty feet of prre nould.i

lbe flrst settl.ers arrlved. about 1868. Henry Stone ls said to have been.the first.
Anongst the early settlers uas Mrs. Htrnter uho arrived iD 18?0. 'Ihe feu resi.dents

of the district before l'!re. Hrmterrs fanily arrived, inclucted only three uhlte 
't

Honen. Other early settlers incl-uded a man named U.B. ingham, a nan educated at

Canbridge r,rho uas attracted to the liorth by the early gold rushes. He amived

ln tbe distrlct in 18?3 ulth his brother for the purpose of groning sugar-cane.

Inghen uas a nan of outstandLDg personallty anil uae apparently cor.rrageous arril

euterpri-sing. He has beendescrlbed as belng nvery nuch of a nano - reckl-ess

and fearlessr Ee soon abandoned the ldea of becooing a caDe-gror.rer anl left the

dlstrlct ln 1877 in a padd,le eteaner he hail aequired. Itre uent to Cairns, but
staycd there only a short time, runnlng a locaI boat-se:rrice vlth his paddle 6teamer,
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. 
after ehich he vent vith 1t to lieu Gpinea' Soon afteruards, he vas trr,acherously

Eurdered by the natlves. In the story of his ourder, lt sas eald that he ret

. natives uho appeared to be frlendly. He began bargalnlng uith then for sone lron

tnks and, uhile the natlve chiefs held hilo in eonvereatlon, other natives struck

hLn doun frorn behind. His body was roasted and eaten' The residents of the

district (Ingharo) uere greatly shocked uhen they heard of his death, and lt le

reported that at a public neeting hel-d in front cf the Plantersr Retreat Hotel,

a lt vas decided to nane the totrn in his EeMry.

The early settlers suffered uany hardshlps arxt faced un-ending hazards, the uoret
o of vhich uas probably the erver preseat renace of the blacks. An exanple of thelr

savergery at the tine sas the uurder of a m.n naoed Corm and his uife, nho were

the first settlers in the area just north d the Herbert. It is said that canoe-

loads d hostile natives from Hinchinbrook Islarxi frequently landed on the coast

nearby ond the local natives llved in constant fear of then. The islanders and

' the local natlves nere bitter enenles anil savage battles took place on the beach

close to Cmnls Llttle alab hooestead. Coan becane used. to these encounters and
a

assuned thot they uere oLy concerned'about ulping out each other, but one night

" over 2OO of the Islarders attacked hls hut aad, althorrgh he fought courageously

ulth his uife at his side, the couple lrere ovenhelmed and rnassacred.

The first hotel uas }aroun as the lrTelegraphn uhich stood on the site of the present

Dqy Davn. The secoDd uasrthe rplantersl fietreatn built by l,lr. Wickhan on Halifax

Road. this building later becane the residence of ![rs. Hrurter,

AsricuLture: Several crops, inclutlng tobacco, uere grolrn and grazing and

dairying uere folloued, even in the earliest days of the. dlstriet, but, alnost

slnce the eonmencement of settlement, sugar has been the principal irdustry. Here

ls a brlef history of the Sugar Indrrstry i-n the Herbert Dlstrict:
It uas conrnened by the MacKenzie Brothers, neu arrivals from Engl-ard in the

early L870rs. Ihey took tp land at Gairloch for sryar-grouing arrd had their

first crushlng ln 1872. This rnill uas later renoved to the opposlte side of the

rlver - a steel rope flying-fox earrylng trucks fron one side of the rlver to
the other.

The Herbert Rlver District hae had six uil1s 1n aII, vlz Gairloctr, Beaerside,

l'laclmade, Harnleighr Bipp1e Creek aul Vlctorla. lbe opening of Gairloch !{111

rae performed in L872 by the Governor of Queenslard, the Marquis of lloroandy.

Sug." produced ln the flrst crustrlng ln 18?2 at Gairloch was the first uorth of
Tor.rnsvillc. In 1880, ownership passed to the Gairloch Sugar Comparly (foroed wlth "<
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Victorian capitaS-). Ihe neu ui1I uas ereeted and had 1ts first crushlng in

1882, but ttrc l,(ill eventuo'lry failed.

.Benorslde vas the second n111 to be put lnto operation, the osners being Messre

Italg ane Ulles. The flrst triaL cnrshlng took place 1n 18?3.

the third uas l,0rcknade !ti'll, originatly taken rrp by l,[essrs Frank and Arthrrr

lies,me ad ldessrs E.S. & O.F. l{aller. It had its flrst crushing in 18?4.. In

1878, the Neaaee sent an edr!.bit of sugar to the Paris laternational

gExhLbitioq and uere asarded first prlze. Ttis Mj-lI uas purchased bythe C.S.R.

Conpary j-n Ulg/.
t

f,ar'rsig! l{iIL uas cmoeneed aborrt 1882, but uast failure an{ quickly closed.

Ripple Creek UiIl vag erected by l{ood Brothers and B.M. Boyd in 1881 and, after

a nuder of, years, $as ecquired by the C.S.B. Cmparqr.

,Last of the loca} ni.Ileb eonnence uas Ylctorla, shich had its first crushing i-n

1883. ?his vas the flrst Mi.]-l in the North to uhich farners srppllcd cane.

' Chinebe labonrers uere engaged for tlrc ha:sest af 16/- a seek and rations, or

ztJ- a veek fi.adlng forthenselves. In tbose days, the variety grern vas Cherubin

uhi.ch had cse iato favour after tle heavy rtrst losses in 1875. It uas lou in
a

denslty, but lt ls ssLd that the Cooparry ehored sSqathetic considcratlon torards

. the gr{ilers,

It is Ttthy of ueation that the farners of the district !{ere once given an

opportuaity to bqy Ylctorl-a Mj-11. The Conpany lras concerned at the Goverruaentt s

decision to deport the fanakas and, in lpril, 1lts8, nade it knor*r that i-t had

decided to close the Victoria Ur11 after tJre 1891 eru^shlng, when the lhnakas uould

be deported arrl that the notlce uas given to the faraers. to enable thea to find

other m.rkets for thelr eane.

In response to en inquiry f,ron the faraers, the Coupany nade knoun it uas uilliag
to ge!.1 the nill ae a goiag concern'f,or 53-!rO@ to be paid for in Gorerrunerrt gorrAs. i,;

The farrners approached the Ggvemneat to continue polynesian labonr and keep the ,:.
t.

Company in the diatrict, aning to the corpetitlon f,elt-fron cane grouing countrles

enploying cheap black labour. An errangenent vas ttrea nade for farners to supply 
!,.

cane to the ailI and for the Coqpany to be responsible for crushing wr1y. Ttris .i

prored to be ao olrcceasftrl that ttre Company decided to retai.n its !{i11.

TransDort: IIp to 18{t1, a lfure of sarll shiFs ua.s n:nning betueen Tannwille ad
Cai-sutr nlth &.urgeaess as port of ea11. Xte flrst steams on the rrm yere the
iDugongn and trPorpcisen. Ttrese uere replaced latcr by the larger nfaLmertr, rlo,ss

OrGouriex sKurandas atl! 8Hourllya.n.r In 1881, a padd!.e steamer r.ras i.mported fron
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England and used to bring passer€ers upstream froa Dungeness. Fortnightly,

eteanEr gervices had been inaugurated betueen Brisbane and Carduell lnthe I87Ots.

Prlor to the coastructlon of the Lucinda-Halifax-Inghan tranline by the C.S.B.

Cmparly, pas6enger6 caoe tlp the river as far as C,alrloch in barges aDd big punts.

Local Gorernnent: l{hen Local Gorrerrunent uas introduced to iho St"te ln 18?9r

a Divlsional Board uas eonstituted for the tocal G'overnment of the 8re8o At

that tlne, the population uas 326.
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increase of about ten percent on last, yearlB. l'his rote of increase trns bctn

naintained for eeveral years. Tobacco grouing here is entlrely private enterpriac

ln charaeter. Itrere has been no Gorrerrunent involved. Requlrenent le for a granite

type eo11 ulth adeqnate uater for lrrigatlon. As the result of approaches by the

Advicory Cmnittee and indlvlctual landholders lnvestigatitns are being nade by

Agricrrltqral Departoents and the Irrlgation and I'later Sr.pp1y Comlesloa Offlcers

ae to the sultabillty of otber areas in the d lstrict for cultivation.

the Advisory Cmittee has urgd the Gorrernment to flnance the construction of a

series of r.reirs on Irghan Line Creeks and on the Stone River - a trlbutory of the

Herbert River uhlch ls the dlstrictr s nain streau.

Cattle: Fotrr stuil properties - Mrngal-la, the Orient, Burnside and Timlth - are

engaged in the breeding of tropical varieties of cattle - i.e. those rlhen an

infusion of Bralrnan blood. the object of tbe derelopment of tropical breeds of

cattle is to ensure for the beef herds the Brahmanrs propertles of tick, heat and

. drought-reslstance.

Extensive pasture-irpronenents bave been r:ndertalceo by the sttd propertles, uith

the pastrrre uork particularly ertenslve in the first three. Pasture-inprovenerrts,

aIso, have been undertaken generally on beef cattle properties to ensure a faster

fattening and turn-off rate. I'irere are approximately forty farners and graziers

vho run 8n average of 2Or@O cattle annual1y.

Iearly productioa for the local and Tcnnsville beef oarket ls approximately 2r00O

head. Uith fwther extension to ttre improrrenent of paetures by artificial grasses,

it ls considered by the Departnent of Agricr.[ture arrl Stock that the turnoff could

be at least doubled, 
.

Timber: Primary tiuber is draun fron the coastal range area, Mount Spec Tiruber

Rescrves and the Mourt Fox-Oakhi11s Resenre. Mt. Spec Timber Reserve is nearing

the end of the first cut, and has possibly only ten-tuelve million feet renaiuing.

Mt. Fox4aklrills Resenre ie estlmated consenratively to contain 7O to lOO nilllon
suPer feet. These resenue supply not only the Inghan 1,t111s, buJ nills at Barllgie

(midr.ray betueen Ingban and Tounsnille) and Tosnsyille.

As vell as the foregolng ereaa, there ie a coasiderable Qpturt of private land,

prlnary tfunber (suffielent't; k."p one sual1 rnllt ln operatioa -and unllulted

quantlties of eord nood ard large quantlties of tiober suitable for ralluqy

sleepers. $uber activities locally are:

1. Ply and Ssuuill at lrlount For.
2. &re Cror.rn-tll&er licence olII at Inghao.
3. One private-tlnber }lcence u111 at Ingham.
l*. One Veneer Faetory a t Ingharu (using }!'lrnt Fox tirobers and others
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Tiaber (Cont)

purchased frou other a111s, prlaclpally in the
IGnndV srea Eore ! rilrs6 to the Northr)

5. One qmrl'l scele l\rolture ,-X Jol.aery factory.
5. he gaall scale f\rnltrrre factory uslDg lanyer vlnee

purchaeed ln the far nortb.

Plantatloa lctlvltv: lbe hreetry Departuent bas lndlcated tbat lt rr111 couaetre

surreys ln the Abergrirrieeetloa of the llerbert Rlver Dietrict to deterui.ae the

atltabll.lty of the soil for large ecale plantetloo grorth of softnoods, prlncipal\y

Camibean Ptne. If thls actlvlty nere rlriertakeo, lt uould represent a naJor gain

for the distrlct, since it vorld provlde peroanent eryloyuent for rp to twenty uen

aad vor:l-d ensure that, ln the frrture, Iocal uills orrld enter a aer phase of uJ.111n6

The uaterlal nould be suitable for t&e oanufactrrre of packir€ csses. Other

similar lndustriee ubi.ch can be ralntaiaed effectively only uhen arpplles of plne

are avtllab1e sould be establlabd.

Other Pri-uarv Industries: Other prinary indwtries, geuerally, are on a very srn't'l

aUd tm-organi Sed SCaIe.

Soae vegetables are grot a for tAe loce1 oarket both ln Tnghen and o oe gEaIL fa1u

at Uorrnt Fox. tbut For area has great potentialtr the suuer grorrth of

vegetables, but distaace and lack of nater for irigatioa are probleus erer preeent

and ueediag to be otvercoae.

tlat'er uelcca are grorru by cane faraers as a side-Ilae crop, and are narketed aearby

la ?onasville ald la the South. errantities var1rcnd tb uarket is an rncer.tal:r

one. !{arket uncertaLaties have brought pineapple grsriDg oa aqJr large scale to a

coryIete ha.lt.

l'bngoes are banreste<i for sale by a nunber of caae faruers brrt, agata, tbere is no

orgnnisg6 uarket. liales geaerally are of a private natureo l}oplca-L frutts such

as PauPaus are groun erteasively privately, but there is ao large urket ubich

cou"Ld be tapped.

Manufacturi-ns: rnghan has the forloring naaufactrrr:''ng ldustries:
Brick anl pottery norks 1a operation for .(J years and eryIoying
an-average of {. uen. Products are brlcks, clqy plpes a-d pots.
Sales uai:lly are local and to Tormwille.

Concrete brick factory. Generally saalJ qrrantlties .of conccrete
brlcks ena t!].gs have been produced by the Eerbert &iver Sauui].li.ng
Coryaay in conjunctlo uith its tlnber EiILi'g actlvi.tles.

Sarm tiober is pr.ocluced by tbe Eerbert River SarrniUlng Coryaqy,
l{slnt For PIy Coryaqy and Toriellit s Sarm,illi

Ply ald Veaeer are prroduced by the ldornt Fox Ply Corpangr.

!\r:nltr:re and joinery are prcduced by Derelopaent Eaterprtaeg nbose
naia business bouerer, is the retalllng of sortbera prodrrced f\rraiture
arrd barduare retaii.ing. ..

7A



Faro implcmcnts, sucha- ploughs, discs, harror.rs, rakes, mcucrc etc.. are urnnufactured by Gononors Manufacturing Pty. Ltd., i. a o.'
Torresan, E. Firmi (Halifax), A.M. & E. ilorks and Hansen ltoto"s
and Engineering 1'lorks.

To a nurber of these firas, i-uplement manufacture is no!, more or
Iess subsidiary to other aetivities sueh as general Engineering
repairs. Gonanor s lfunufacturing also produced bullding frames,
steel buildings, concrete franes and tanks etc.

Paramount Produce manufactures nashes, poultry and stock food
for local consuqption.

Humcs Llnited manufacture pre-stressed concretc trarur,ray sleepers
. for sale to the C.S.R. C,omparlyts four Northern MiI[s - Vietoria,

and Maclsracle here, Hambledon (Cairns area) and Goondi (Innisfail
area)

'$II'IING: Snal-l scale tin minlng (involving sone 10 to 12 clains) is undertaken
in the Kangaroo liills, Mount Spec and Garraualt Sections of the Seavieu Range
region behind the Herbert River area. The area is regarded by the Mincs Department
as havi:rg considerable potentlal for large scale prospectilg. The area has been
vorked for tin and some other rnineraJ.s silce the early ll!80ts.

TOURI${.: tlith llinchinbrook, Orpheus end other Islands, also Hinchhbrook Channel,
and exeellent beaches in cl-ose proximity, the district offers interesting tourist
possibilitiesr llote1, Motel and Caravan Park facilities are r.rc.Il established
to promote developnent in thc tourist industry.
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tt1' oy,1r.c.v l*,rr.

ABERGOIIRIE: IVo L,ords - Aber (Gaelic)r also obar, abar: the confluelrce of

tuo streans. Gcr.lrie: an ancient district in Perthshire betr.reen Stormount and

the River Tay. Cirea 1120 Gourin, 1200 Cor.rerin, 120O Gourie. In 1298 Gouary,

the place of goats. The Carse or Gosrie ls a fertile allwia1 tract between

Perthshire and Forfarshire, and exLends along the banks of the River Tqy fron

Kinnoull Hill to the vicinity of Drndee, 15 niles long and 2 to l* miles

vide.

ASHION: Naraed by Henry Stone.

Bts{Eit9IDE: A railr.ray station and tounship on thc Sr.urshine Route, 906 niles

north cf Brisbane. Taken up in 1868 by the Haigh faraily, relatives of llarl

Haig uhose seat is at Bemerside, on the England-Scotland border. l,leaning

not clear.

BRAEX'OADO1'IS: Meadovs - grourd broken up for cultivation. (Brahha or Brake,

old High German) or Brae from Gaelic Braigh: a brake or copse, a thicket.

Named by Haigh of Bemerside.

CORDELLA,: McDosell uho, uith a party, uas seeking a pastoral rurr on the

Herbert ftiver and camped near the site of the present tounship of Cordelia.

tiith the party u,as an rtalian voman, surnane rurloronn, christian names,

Caterina Cordelia. In addition to the tor.mship, there is a Caterina Creek

and a Mt. caterina cordelia, nou just Mt. cordelia. rhe parish is arso

named Cordelia. So far no reason is available for the perpetuating of her

tl3s1s. McDor.rell r.ras for a time confused vith Surveyor McDor.re11. ltcDovell

r.ras advised to gror.r cane but dld not do so ard left the dlstrict soon aftertrards

DUI{GLNESS: Or Jeaka Island. This uas the port of entry and clearance for
Hinchinbrook Channel, the tovn of Inghan and various mills and plantations,

including Macknade. Arthur l,leaoes supervised the pire driving and shed

building at the port. I'ianed on 9th Septenber l?g2, by Lleutenant l.Ii1lian

Bligh, R. Loganr Jack reported rtThat t he foreshore in the viclntty of

Dungerress shor.rs unmistakable signs of sea encroachment, and therg is littLe
doubt that t he sandy point on uhich the buildings are situated vill soon

become an island.tr Dungeness is nou a dead letter, ard Lucinda has taken

its place as the shlpping port for the area. I

Ei,LERBECK: After a parish in the North Riding of Yorkshire, five niles north-

east of tiorthallerton. spelling variations: ELre, Alnebeck, Errebec,

Alderbroof.
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IriRliilAl"l: l'sken up and ncnred by James Atkinson. Farnham is a tourn irr Surrey,

50 miles south-vest of London. Ham, a village, Farn, uhere ferns grou.

GAIRLOCH: The Rev. lJilliarn l'lacKenzie uas ninlster at Leigh North Free

Church 184.4-1882, senlor ninister 1857 until his death. He belonged to

Inverness and Gairloch. l'tr. MacKenzie and his family, three daughters and

seven sous, nigrated to Australia in the I seventies and vent to Carduell.

Janes l.la.cl(enzie took up land for a 6ugar plantation on the Herbert River

!,here he built a rd11 and carried it on uith the help of his brothers and

one sister, naning the area Gairloch. 1.1r. and l.lrs. l"lacKenzie neeer rlent to

Galrloch but left ArrstraLia to return in 1882 to his hone in Scotland,

but Mr. MacKenzie dled tt ssa ln 1882 in the Red Sea. The nill plant uas

supposed to have been transferred in 1871 fron Captain lJhishr s niII at

Caboolture. lthcKenzies sold to Fanning and Nankivell, uho also later bought

Macknade from Nearoe tsrothers. The C.S.R. later took sver both. Gairloch uas

closed dmrn roany years ago. Gairloeh is located in the north-uest of

Scotland, Country Ross and Crourarty.

IIALIFAX: Doomsday Book. Hal.lg: hold, fax: a flax field. Haliflex: hold

flax field. A tounship at bay at tre mouth of the Herbert River naned by

Captain Cook in 1??0 after George Montague Dxrk, Earl of Halifax, and at the

time Secretary of State of the Colonies. Toun surveyed August, 1881, by

Surveyor G.A. Leonard.

MMLEIGH: Arly earLy sugar mi1l or.rned by A.B. Couley.

HAI.IKINS CnEq(: i,lamed by Haukins uho bought Stoner s Faru.

HEAtsERT RMR: A river rising on the Atherton Tableland and entering the

sea betueen Halifax and Lueinda Point. Named after R.G.i{. Herbert, first
Premier of Queensland, 1859-1866.

HrNCHri''JBnooK: The lslarul uas named in May, 1819 by captain p.p. King, li.Il.s.
trl'leruaidn. Hilehinbrook is one of the lesser titles of the EarI of Halifax.

It is also the name of the channel betr.reen the island and the malnlarxl, 22

oriles lortg uitlt steep ruggcd mountains and gorges on the Island, uith sooe

low-lying land on the seauard side. Peaks are: Bor.len %fr feet, straloeh

3rOOO feet and Pitt 2rOOO feet.

LANNERCOST; After an ecclesiagttcal distrlct in Cunberlarrl, on the Rivers

Irthing and Kingsuater. Ilre church'lc part of an o1d priory founded in 1169.

Larurercost Abbey ls the seat of lord Lannercost. It is in the Parish of

l.arrrerco.st, 2|- niles north-cast of Brampton, close to a R.oman u,all.
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LUCIritrA: A Tounshlp at the rocuth of tbe Herbert River, named (1) aftcr the

Gqrcrnment Steamer trLucindan uhich h turn, uae naned (2) after Jeannle

-LucirCa Field, ulfe of the Gorrernor of Queenslard, Slr Anthony Musgrave.

Lrrclrda is nor s lrr'lk sugar-loadlng teruinal br ttre Ingham l{llls, a grotring

modern port.

MACKI,|Ir.DE: Ylctorla ard Macknade U.tlls, ouaed by the C.S.R. Cornparry, have the

largest output of any nllls in Queensland. A sugar plantation and nill- founded

. 
in 1870 by Flank and Arthrrr Neeme. A thlrd brother, hederick, stayed in

England and took sver the ancestral farn of l{aeknade ln Xent froa his father,

- uho aleo sas Frederick. Frank ard Arthur Neane returned to England due to a

desire to educate their children at Brif,hton, and later et Cheltenham College.

Tradltion had a Iot to do uith this ad the Herbert River area, at this time

ltas a rather prlmitive state. The l"lanor of l.laclmade at home, dates back to

tfie Doomsday Eook und.er thc name of Machevet, and, o.ler ttre centuries, the

. nane has varled through lfukenade, l.lakenar ani flne'l Iy to l.laclrrrade. It now

belongs to the Earl of Sondes, llho i-s a large estate ouner ln the area. The

'Iuor" Fenily bave been farning il East Kent for five centuries, and the father

'of Frank and Arthrlr lieame rented l,lacloeade Faru fron Earl Sordes i-n 18/*?,

follor.red by his son in 1878, then the present o!,ner uho uas in turn, folloued

by his eon.

The farm is on the outskirts of the tosn of Favershnn, oD€ mile fron the centre

of the toun, arri the old l{at1lng Street London to Douer passes through the

Estate. Ttre Manor of Mactmade originally belonged to tbe notorious Bishop of

. Bayeu:<, but uas confiscated in 1O88 by the Cronn ard later taken over by a

fanily r.rho took their aurname frm it: de Makenade. Ihey resided there until
' )l*O? uhen the irrify died out. It passed throt-rgh ae\reral o!,ner6 trntil l,ord

Sondes purchased it ln ABL7. There is also a Shepherd-tleame Breuery slratng a

chain of corurtry hotels, nhile the farn handres uuch of the fruit and

vegetable trade of London.

LURALAlaiiLli: victoria Estatc, taken up ln 18?6 by John AllinBhamr nou the

home of }lr. and Mrs. l'I.L. Arlinghan since 1916. Mrs. Alringhem has uon

distinction by her knor.rredge of Botany ln l.lorth eueensland.

Roscoo{oN: Taken up and named by Havking - a county in the province of

Connaught, also a toln l:n North-nest Irelr..l .
STom RfvER: A southern trlbutary of the Herbert Rlver, naned ir 1868 after
Henry Stone, an Engllshnan - the first settler.
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STRALOCH: After a house in Aberdcenshire 5i miles east of Inverurle, ot"" 
t'

the home of cartographer Sir Ralp! Gordon, uho rescued the maps of Tinothy

Poat and prepared them for publicatlon in the Blaeus Great Atlas 158O:1561.

Straloeh could also be a hanlet and mansion $ miles nor-vest of Klrk Michael,

in Perthshire. Another Straloch ls ln Aberdeenshiret 4 nilcuest of nev

l.lachan railuqy statloa.

?RBONIIE: A southern trlbutary of the Herbert Rlver. A creek and augar

plantation naned, after a hench sugar planter fron tlauritius naued Burgeuez.

Burgeuez uas always ansuerlng questions uith the uords Tres bon (very Sood)

hence the name.
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POSTSCRIP

So ve have eoue to the end of orrr journey, but not to the end of the

atory of l,lotmtai-n Ranparts for, in this tangle of ranges, there are

stlJ-l Eountairs uneli-nbed, valleys untrod ard uaterfalls unseen. The

nountain ramparts sti1l beckon as they beckoned to the e:rplorer of old,

the adventurous to cliub their suumits to see uhat ner.r vistas may be

fourd on the other elde.

Over the years, ueubers of the Inghan Detachnent, 2rd Royal Queensland

Reglnent have sought the paths of the pioneers along the battlements

of these raq)arts. Ue hope that, in the trMountaia Rampartsn ue have been

able to add a little nore to the wealth of historical knouledge of

'the district. In this regerd, ue feel bourrd to place on record not

only our appreciation to the valuable infornatlon supptled by the Oxley

ard }litcheIl nenori-al Libraries, but al.so our uarn gratitude to l{r.

Robert Shepherd of lJarren Street, Ingham, and to l{r. Donald Fardon of

2l Qrarters folrers fud, Tounsville, for their generous assistance in

complling thls brochr.re.

In thie our Centenary year, ve co@etsoratethe first crossing of these

uountains and look baek over the first hr.rndred years of progress.

Progress has cooe to our VaLLey and slor.rly the frontiers are beilg pushed

back. The narch of civillzation has changed the land.scape. l,lost of

the jungles, forests and bushl-ands have gone and ln thej-r p1aee, the

green end bror.rn patehuork quilt of cultivation has been spread. The animar

and native pads have givea r.ray to modern road.s and highrlays. Touns and

vlJ-lages have eprung up where yesteryear only a fes scattered gruryahs

provlded ehelter. The vatleys trave ehenged, tut around us, everlasting

and unehanging, remil the

MOUNTAIN RAMPAMS.
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